Outcomes Assessment Committee I

Academic Achievement/Student Learning

September 30, 2008
Zuhl Library Associates Room
9:00 a.m.
Members present: 
Susan Beck, Esther Devall, Rebecca Palacios, Shelly Stovall and Patti Wojahn
Staff present: 
Carmen Santana-Melgoza, Valerie Stuart
1. Welcome and Introductions:  S. Stovall welcomed the members to the first meeting of the 2008-09 academic year.  New members are Rebecca Palacios, Health Sciences Department, and Patti Wojahn, English Department.  A brief description of what the committee’s purpose is was presented to the new members.  Also an explanation of what the University Outcomes Assessment Council does was also given.
2. Approval of Minutes.   The minutes from the March 7, 2008 meeting were approved.
3. The Higher Learning Commission (HLC) Visit Update.   The accreditation visit that took place during Spring 2008 was met with positive reaction.  An evaluation team representing the Higher Learning Commission (HLC) of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools announced its final recommendation that New Mexico State be reaccredited for a 10-year period.  The University Outcomes Assessment Council is still accepting input for the discussion document.  S. Stovall will send the draft discussion document to members for their review.
4. Summer Update.  S. Stovall has met with several faculty members to discuss academic, student services, and campus-wide outcomes assessment.  It has been determined that it will be important to report on outcomes assessment for undergraduate and student’s first-year experience at NMSU for future accreditation.  One goal will be to integrate general education common core aspects with the academic side.  The Provost will present a proposal for a Outcomes Assessment Director to the Budget Committee in March.
5. Program Assessment.  S. Stovall distributed a guide to members that will provide clarification to departments regarding mission/goals/objective and different types of outcomes for the next reporting cycle.  P. Wojahn announced that the English Department has a design center that could help with designing the guide and making it into a nice looking pamphlet.  S. Stovall will contact someone at the design center for their help to accomplish this.  The guide will be sent to committee members for their review and suggestions.  The request for report submittals from the Provost will take place in early October.  Departments will be asked to provide one measurable outcome by early December.
The proposed timeline is:

· December 5, 2008 – Mission/goals/objective departmental outcomes assessment plan for 2007-08 due in Provost’s Office.
· January 8/9, 2009 – Committee meeting to review departmental plans (~ 2 hours).

· By January 31, 2009 – Departments will receive feedback regarding their outcomes assessment plan from the committee.

· February 27, 2009 – Submittal of plan (to include dates) from departments to Provost’s Office.

· Week of March 16-20, 2009 – Tentative committee meeting.

· May 1, 2009 – Initial departmental outcomes assessment reports due in Provost’s Office.

· May 11/12, 2009 – Tentative committee meeting to review departmental outcomes assessment reports.

· June 30, 2009 – Final departmental outcomes assessment reports due in Provost’s Office.

E. Devall will create a draft of a reporting template to help simplify the process for departments.  It will be sent to the members for their review.

6. Next Meeting.  This will be determined at a later date.
