Outcomes Assessment Committee I

Academic Achievement/Student Learning

October 16, 2009
Zuhl Library Associate’s Room
9:00 a.m – 10:30 a.m.
Members present: 
Kathleen Chinn, Esther Devall, Sam Gray, Paula Johnson, Laura Madson, Shelly Stovall, and Patti Wojahn
Staff present: 
Valerie Stuart
1. Greetings.   Greetings and introductions were made around the table.  The committee welcomed new members: Sam Gray (Management), Paula Johnson (Library), and Laura Madson (Psychology).
2. Approval of Minutes.  The minutes from the May 11, 2009 meeting were approved.
3. Brief Purpose and History of OAC 1.  S. Stovall provided an overview of the committee’s purpose and what being a member of the OAC 1 entails.  A proposal was submitted to the Higher Learning Commission (HLC) during their Spring 2008 accreditation site-visit committing NMSU to a more intensified outcomes assessment process campus-wide.  She explained how the reporting process had been done in the past and that presently it is being re-vamped per that proposal.  Reports are now submitted in phases.  Last year’s reports were broken into four (4) phases.  Reports submitted this year will be broken into two (2) phases.  Academic programs will now have the option of implementing their plans in the Fall or the Spring.  Also, the time table was tightened and approved by the Associate Dean’s Academic Council (ADAC) and feedback was provided to departments in a timely manner.   The first round of the new process received positive results.  
4. Updates on Assessment Campus-Wide.  S. Stovall provided updates for the following areas:
· Outcomes Assessment Committee 2 (OAC 2):  The final report was submitted to the Provost and the committee is in the process of reviewing reports.
· State Common Core:  The 2009 State Common Core Report has been submitted.  There was a question regarding whether the General Education Committee still exists.  Though the committee was briefly discussing issues it has not been operational for some time now.  
· Teaching Academy:  Dr. Mary Allen, California State University-Bakersfield, held two well received interactive workshops in September and Drs. Bill Roberson (University of Albany) and Dr. Tine Reiners (SUNY) will be presenting two workshops on October 23, 2009 that S. Stovall encouraged members to attend if possible.  The workshops are:  1) Teaching Critical Thinking:  Are We Really Doing It? and 2) Data-driven Inquiry: Strategies for Problematizing the Material of Your Discipline.
· University Outcomes Assessment Council (UOAC):  The UOAC was primarily initiated as a workgroup to present a proposal detailing NMSU’s assessment plan to the Higher Learning Commission (HLC) site-visit team.  Since the site-visit, the Council has been tasked with creating cohesion between outcomes assessment committees campus-wide and sharing all views of the institution regarding student learning outcomes.
· Baccalaureate Outcomes:  S. Stovall explained that the proposed Mission of the Baccalaureate Experience handout was distributed to the UOAC and they suggested that she contact the Faculty Senate Chair, Chris Erickson, and ask him to create a task force to look over the document for their feedback.  A similar process is also needed through the OAC 2 side.
5. Introduction of CHAMPION Program.  The initiation of the Champion Program (Championing Assessment Mentors to Promote Institutional Outcomes Networks) will begin Fall 2010 for Faculty and will eventually expand to administrators and staff.  Faculty who commit to become a liaison for their department will be granted allocation in time and effort.  A recruiting plan is now in the works and the program will include on-going training using scholarly teaching, bi-monthly meetings, spending time in certain course levels, etc.  Since OAC 1 will be transitioning into the CHAMPION program, S. Stovall will conduct the reviews of departmental outcomes assessment reports this year.  If any member knows of a faculty member who would be interested in becoming a part of the CHAMPION program, please let S. Stovall know.
It was announced that a team will be attending the Higher Learning Commission 2009 Academy for Assessment of Student Learning in November.  The team members are:  Shelly Stovall, Ricardo Jacquez, Patricia MacGregor-Mendoza, Theresa Westbrock and Tim Hand.

6. Posting of 2008-09 Results:    The committee discussed whether the 2008-09 Phase reports should be posted out on the web.  S. Stovall said she would find out if it is required to post results at all.  She will let the committee know at the next meeting.  It was suggested that it would be a good idea to post Best Practices on the web.
7. Classroom Assessment Techniques (CAT) Initiative:  OAC 1 will begin promoting the CAT Initiative program to help explore assessment methods campus-wide and their effectiveness.  It will be a voluntary program with a chance to win a prize for participating.  A publication will be sent out describing the program and listing three quick CATs for the faculty member to choose from.  Paula Johnson and Laura Madson have volunteered to create a one page draft of the publication and will submit it to the committee members for their feedback.  The Teaching Academy will help with posting the information.
8. Meeting times for 2009-10.  The members felt that it would be too difficult to come up with a set meeting time due to class and other meeting schedules.   It was decided to continue scheduling meetings as it has been done in the past. 
