NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY

Fringe Benefits Committee

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, August 17, 2005

Members Present: Charles Pfeifer, Cathy Thomas, Jim Anthony (Chairperson), Gretchen Van Doren, Ethel Lynch, Cherri Lambeth,  Kari Bachman

Members Absent:  Richard Waugh

Ex-Officio Members:  Tina Byford, Janet May

Ex-Officio Members Absent:  Diana Quintana, Tammy Anthony

__________________________________________________________________

The regular meeting of the Fringe Benefits Committee was convened on Wednesday, August 18,  2005, at 1:30 p.m..

A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes from the May 18, 2005 meeting.  The motion passed.

old business

Computer/software purchase for retirees was briefly discussed to clear up any further questions.  Until the manufacturer’s policy changes,  or until NMSU administration makes a decision to negotiate a change,  no change is possible.

new business

ACAP passed along two items:

1.  The possibility of waiving WEB-CT course fees for Free Course classes was discussed.  Concern was voiced regarding the Extension Offices only being able to take a free class through Distance Education.  NMSU offers a free class where most universities offer a discount on classes.  There was a motion that at this time the WEB-CT fees not be waived.  The motion was seconded and passed.

A motion was made to amend the previous motion to have further study on the cost impact and comparison with other land-grant institutions.  There was no second; motion died.

2.  Reimbursement to NMSU employees for any excess Sick Leave Hours over 800 upon termination was discussed.  Currently, NMSU does not fund sick leave except hours over 600 up to 800 at half rate and paid only on termination from the University.  There would be no funding for this leave.  Also, sick leave hours over 800 are not owned by the employee.  There are also Education Retirement Board issues related to payout out sick leave that would pre-empt a payout as suggested.  After much discussion, motion was made that no action be taken on this item.  It was seconded and passed.

A short informational presentation regarding the proposed “NMSU Faculty Emergency Assistance Fund” was heard by the committee.  Written material was provided and a brief discussion was held.

next meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 21, 2005, at 1:30pm in Room 333, Breland Hall.

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting; seconded and passed.

The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m.

Minutes Respectfully Submitted by Gretchen Van Doren
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