NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY

Fringe Benefits Committee

Meeting Minutes

Thursday, April 20, 2006

Members Present: Charles Pfeifer, Cathy Thomas, Jim Anthony, Gretchen Van Doren, Cherri Lambeth (Chairperson), Richard Waugh, Brenda Garcia

Members Absent: Kari Bachman

Ex-Officio Members:  none

Ex-Officio Members Absent:  Diana Quintana, Tina Byford, Janet May, Tammy Anthony

__________________________________________________________________

The regular meeting of the Fringe Benefits Committee was convened on Thursday, April 20, 2006, at 1:30 p.m..

A Motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes from the February 16, 2006 meeting with no changes.  The Motion passed.

old business

1.  A Motion to table, until the May meeting, the discussion on the creation of Sabbatical Leave for exempt employees was made and seconded.  Unanimously passed.

2. Guest Dan Koesters, Professional, University Golf Course, presented a recap of the proposed benefit change from Dr. Martin and James McDonough and participated in the general discussion pertaining to the request to change the retiree policy on golf course fees. Critical input was made by the Committee’s two retiree representatives.  The following information was part of the discussion:

· Avg. cost/ round - $7.70/weekday; $20/weekend

· Approx. 62,000 rounds/year averaging $12.50/round

· NMSU attempted to pattern benefit policy on UNM policy

· Prime tee time:  sunup – 11am; tee off every 9 min. over a 6 hour day

· Currently, 410 fac/staff passes; 140 retiree passes; 11 weekend retiree passes

· There would be no change in retiree spouse benefits

· The course’s operating budget ~ $2M/yr

The proposal requested an increase of golf fees to retirees post 7/1/06 of $485 for 7-days per week of golf (38% discount from fac/staff pass).  This increase could be viewed as maintaining the $385 pass for weekend golf privileges, and adding $100 for weekday play.

The following discussion points were addressed:

· the tax impact of the increased rate

· which and how many retirees are impacted

· level of use during prime time play by retirees

· the need to change the policy – freebies aren’t forever

· the current fee base for NMSU course is lower than area course rates

· the current fee base for NMSU course is lower than national rates

· the current condition and reputation of NMSU course is superior to area courses

A Motion was made to recommend to ACAP a “no change” in policy.  The following draft was created:

“The Committee recommends no change, based on the proposal submitted, to the current retiree policy on golf course fees.”

A call for a vote was made, and the Motion passed.

new business

The Wellness Program memo presented to ACAP 4/13/06 by Katrina Doolittle was shared with the Committee.  After a brief discussion, a Motion was made to the Committee to continue to support the Wellness Program.  The following draft was created for ACAP:


“The Committee supports the University’s continued funding support of the existing Wellness Program.”

The Motion passed unanimously.

next meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 18, 2006, at 1:30pm in Room 333, Breland Hall.

A Motion was made to adjourn the meeting; seconded and passed.

The meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

Minutes Respectfully Submitted by Gretchen Van Doren
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