New Mexico State University

Safety in Biological Research Symposium

November 30, 9:00 am - Noon 

Corbett Center Auditorium
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

NMSU Environmental Health & Safety is sponsoring a symposium on safety in biological research.  This symposium will highlight issues related to laboratory research involving potentially infectious, pathogenic or toxic agents.  All researchers, administrators, employees, students and public are invited.  Guest speaker Dr. John Keene, Biohaztec Associates, Inc. will provide a risk assessment approach to safely working with potentially hazardous biological materials.  Our second guest, Dr. Robert Ellis, Professor and University Biosafety Officer for Colorado State University, will review risk management and strategies that have proven effective in a university environment.  They will also provide information on the operation of primary containment devices.  The symposium will discuss the changing regulatory environment and current challenges of biological research.  Breakfast goodies will be provided.  For more information contact Katrina Doolittle at (505) 646-3327 or kadoolit@nmsu.edu.
BIOGRAPHY

Robert P. Ellis, Ph.D.

Dr. Ellis is currently Professor in the Department of Microbiology and University Biosafety Officer for Colorado State University.  The dual responsibility as faculty researcher and Biosafety management provides a unique perspective of a successful University Biosafety Program.  Dr. Ellis presented information on the “Design, Construction, Commissioning and Operation of a Biosafety Level 3 Building” at the  American Biological Safety Association (ABSA) annual meeting in 2000.  He taught a class titled “Arboviruses:  Biosafety in the Laboratory, Insectary, and Field Investigations” at ABSA in 2001.  He has helped design and commission crime labs for law enforcement agencies, and teaches a class for undergraduate and graduate students at Colorado State University titled Laboratory Biosafety.

Dr. Ellis’ research is focused on diagnosis, immunoprophylaxis and molecular pathogenesis of diseases caused by Clostridium perfringens.  He is pursuing toxin subtyping techniques, or molecular subtyping, to better define the reasons for “vaccine failures” and disease outbreaks due to C. perfringens.  He is currently involved in vaccine development in order to have improved toxoids available for better protection against the toxins produced by Clostridium perfringens.  

Dr. Ellis is a certified Specialist in Biological Safety Microbiology by the National Registry of Microbiologists.  He is also a Certified Biosafety Professional by the American Biological Safety Association and American Society of Microbiologists.  Dr. Ellis is the Executive Director of the Conference of Research Workers in Animal Diseases and the Editor-in-Chief of Animal Health Research Reviews.

BIOGRAPHY

John H. Keene, DR.P.H.

Dr. Keene is currently an advisor to the National Institutes of Health, Department of Environmental Safety for the safety aspects of design and construction of a BL-3 containment facility for the Rocky Mountain Laboratory, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases and a consultant to the Midwest Research Institute for the design and construction of a BSL-3 facility at their Kansas City site.  He has provided environmental and OSHA evaluations of healthcare institutions for numerous clients and is an advisor to Biotec, Inc. of Virginia Beach. 

Dr. Keene has served as a technical advisor to the Centers for Disease Control in the development and issuance of the Agent Summary Statement for HIV, and to the National Institutes of Health and CDC for the revision of “Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories Guidelines.”  He is a member of the National Committee on Clinical Laboratory Standards subcommittees on the Protection of Laboratory Workers from Infectious Disease Transmitted by Blood and Tissue, Laboratory Waste, and the Hazards of Medical Instrumentation. 

Dr Keene is a certified Microbiologist by the American Society of Clinical Pathologists and a Specialist in Public Health and Clinical Microbiology by the American Society for Microbiology.  He is also a registered Biological Safety Professional by the American Biological Safety Association.

