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A. Professional Preparation 
Tulane University  Anthropology/Latin American Studies  B.A.  1984 
University of New Mexico Anthropology     M.A. 1986 
University of New Mexico Anthropology     Ph.D. 1993 
 
B. Appointments 
2002-present   Associate Professor of Anthropology, New Mexico State University 
1996-2002  Assistant Professor of Anthropology, New Mexico State University 
1995-1996 Visiting Assistant Professor, Anthropology, Columbia University 
1993-1995 Visiting Assistant Professor, Anthropology, Northern Illinois University 

C. Research Interests 

I specialize in the study of the prehistoric complex societies of Mesoamerica, historical archaeology of the 
Yucatán peninsula, and colonial period Maya ethnohistory. Understanding the relationships between rural 
communities and the state is a long-term research goal. My research focuses especially on the formation 
of refuge areas, frontiers, and resistance to colonial regimes. In working on questions of rural autonomy, I 
contrast two cases involving the lowland Maya--the first for the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries in 
Yaxcabá, Yucatán, and the second in the tenth through the seventeenth centuries at Isla Cilvituk and 
Sahcabchén in southwestern Campeche. The latter project also addresses the process of Maya flight to 
the southern frontier of the Yucatan peninsula, multiethnic community formation, and variability in 
vernacular architecture during the 20th century within the modern community of Silvituc, Campeche. My 
most recent investigations explore Maya historical archaeology and ethnohistory in Ebtún and related 
towns in Yucatán, México, to develop an in-depth understanding of the impact of Spanish colonialism on 
indigenous Maya communities in the region and to explain how Maya farmers resisted or accommodated 
Spanish colonial administration of land ownership, transfer, and agricultural production between 1600 and 
1847.  
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Visión desde la Isla Cilvituk. Mesoamérica 39:359-391. 
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Garvey, Greenwood Publishing Group, Westport, CT. 
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Practice, edited by P. Nicholas Kardulias, pp. 103-124. Rowman and Littlefield, Maryland. 
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Culture Contact: Interaction, Culture Change, and Archaeology, edited by James G. Cusick, pp. 476-495. 
Center for Archaeological Investigations, Occasional Paper No. 25, Southern Illinois University, 
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Implications for the Distribution of Land and Population Before the Caste War.  In Approaches to the 
Historical Archaeology of Mexico, Central and South America, edited by Janine Gasco, Greg Smith, and 
Patricia Fournier-García. UCLA Institute of Archaeology, Monograph No. 38, pp. 29-40. 
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Santley, Robert S. and Rani T. Alexander. 1996 Teotihuacan and Middle Classic Mesoamerica: A 
Precolumbian World System? In Arqueología Mesoamericana: Homenaje a William T. Sanders, edited by 
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Central Mexico.  In The Mesoamerican Ballgame, edited by David Wilcox and Vernon Scarborough, pp. 
3-24.  University of Arizona Press, Tucson.  
 
E. FIELD REPORTS 
 
 2006 Investigaciones Arqueológicas en las Unidades Habitacionales de Isla Cilvituk, Campeche, 
México. Informe técnico final para las investigaciones de 1994-1995. Presentada al Consejo de 
Arqueología, Instituto Nacional de Antropología e Historia, México. 647pages plus appendices (first co-
editor with Elena Canché Manzanero, with contributions by Richard Burleson, Heajoo Chung, Juan 
Carlos Cruz, Michael Glascock, Sergio Herrera, Alejandra Gudino, John Hunter, David Lentz, Brian 
Fortunato, and Amanda Martinez). 

 1996 Investigaciones Arqueológicas en las Unidades Habitacionales de Isla Cilvituk, Campeche: 
Informe de la segunda temporada del campo. Presentada al Instituto Nacional de Antropología e Historia, 
México, 60 pages plus appendices (first co-author with Elena Canché Manzanero).  

 1995 Investigaciones Arqueológicas en las Unidades Habitacionales de Isla Cilvituk, Campeche.  
Informe de la primera temporada del campo al Instituto Nacional de Antropología e Historia, México, 64 
pp, (first co-author with Elena Canché Manzanero and Socorro Jiménez Alvarez). 
 
F. CONFERENCE SYMPOSIA ORGANIZED 
 
 2007 “El Pueblo Maya del siglo XIX: perspectivas arqueológicas e históricas.”  Symposium presented 
at the VII Congreso Internacional de Mayistas, 8-14 de julio, 2007, Mérida, Yucatán, México, co-organizer 
and co-chair with Susan Kepecs. 
  
 2005 “Patterns of Change in Postcolonial Mesoamerica: Archaeological, Documentary, and 
Ethnographic Evidence,” Symposium presented at the 2005 annual meeting of the American Society for 
Ethnohistory, November 16-20, 2005, Santa Fe, NM, co-organizer and co-chair with Janine Gasco. 
 
 2001  “The Late Postclassic to Spanish-Era Transition in Mesoamerica,”  Symposium presented at 
the 66th annual meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, April 18-22, 2001, New Orleans, co-
organizer and co-chair with Susan Kepecs. 



 
 1999 “Postclassic and Early Colonial period Political Geography in the Maya Lowlands: Integrating 
Archaeology and Ethnohistory,”   Symposium/working group presented at the 64th annual meeting of the 
Society for American Archaeology, March 24-28, 1999, Chicago, organizer and chair.   
 
 1997 “Both Peripheral and Marginal:  Mesoamerican Haciendas without Visible Means of Support,” 
Symposium presented at the annual meeting of the American Society for Ethnohistory, November 13-16, 
1997, Mexico, D.F.,  co-organizer and co-chair with Chris Kyle.  
 
G. Courses Taught  
  
Anthropology 587 Fieldwork in Latin America 
Anthropology 585 Archaeological Method and Theory,  
Anthropology 523/389 Archaeological Mapping 
Anthropology 517 Advanced Topics in Mesoamerican Archaeology  
Anthropology 512 Analytical Methods in Anthropology 
Anthropology 511 Mesoamerican Anthropology 
Anthropology 501 Concepts in Anthropology 
Anthropology 536 Conquest of the New World 
Anthropology 477 Fauna Analysis 
Anthropology 315 Introduction to Archaeology 
Anthropology 313 Ancient Mexico 
Anthropology 312 The Ancient Maya 
Honors 237G Archaeology: Search for the Past 
Anthropology 202G Introduction to Archaeology and Physical Anthropology 
Anthropology 201G Introduction to Anthropology 
Anthropology 110  New World Prehistory  
 
International Teaching 

• Las Arqueologías de “La Conquista”: la transición del postclásico a la época colonial en 
Mesoamerica, Centro de Estudios Mesoamericanos, Facultad de Filosofía y Letras, Universidad 
Nacional Autónoma de Mexico 

• Quantitative Methods in Anthropology, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, University of San 
Carlos, Cebu, Philippines. 

• Métodos Analíticos Cuantitativos en las Ciencias Sociales Usando SPSS, Facultad de Ciencias 
Sociales, Universidad Autónoma de Campeche, Mexico 

• Diplomado: Métodos Analíticos Cuantitativos, Centro de Investigaciones Históricas y Sociales, 
Universidad Autónoma de Campeche, Mexico. 

 
H. GRANTS AWARDED 
 
2005-06  Fulbright-Hays Faculty Research Abroad Program, Yucatán, Mexico, $24665. 
2002-03  CIES/COMEXUS Fulbright-García Robles Scholar, Campeche, Mexico, $27600. 
1998  Wenner Gren Richard Carley Hunt Fellowship (Gr 6404), $13,000.  
1995  National Geographic Society (5493-95), $19650. 
1994  National Science Foundation Research Planning Grant (SBR-9408326), $17,000. 
1994  H. John Heinz III Charitable Fund, $8000. 
 
I. Professional Memberships and Service Activities 
  
Society for American Archaeology 
American Anthropological Association 
Society for Historical Archaeology 
American Society for Ethnohistory 
Sigma Xi--Scientific Research Society 
 



American Anthropological Association, Archaeology Division Secretary, 2006-2008 
Society for American Archaeology, Committee on the Americas, Member, 2003-2007 
Society for American Archaeology, Advisory Network Member, Committee on the Americas, 2000-2003 
Society for American Archaeology, Program Committee Member, 1999-2000 
American Society for Ethnohistory, Program Committee Member, 2004-2005 
Ancient Mesoamerica, editorial board member, 2001-present 
National Science Foundation Research Experience for Undergraduates Panel, 2000, 2001 
American Association of University Women, American Fellowships Panel 2002 
Grant proposal peer review for National Science Foundation (Archaeology Program), Wenner-Gren 
Foundation for Anthropological Research, National Geographic Society. 
Manuscript reviews for American Anthropologist, Journal of Anthropological Research, Ancient 
Mesoamerica, Latin American Antiquity, Historical Archaeology, International Journal of Historical 
Archaeology, Ethnohistory, Journal of Latin American Anthropology, Middle American Research Institute 
of Tulane University, University of Florida Press. 


