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Ph.D. in Rhetoric and Professional

Communication
The doctoral program in Rhetoric and Professional Communication at
New Mexico State University is designed to prepare students for
careers in business and industry or in college and university teaching.
We welcome applicants from a variety of backgrounds and with
working experience as well as strong academic records. Students with
bachelor's degrees should apply for admission to the master's program
even if their goal is a Ph.D. Our program is intended to accommodate
students with a broad range of interests and professional goals.
Successful applications will reflect strong research interests and
potential. Applications should indicate why an applicant wants to earn
a Ph.D. and how the degree will fit into a career plan. An applicant's
interdisciplinary interests must relate to fundamental issues in rhetoric
and professional communication. Admission is for fall semester only of
each academic year. Applicants are expected to submit a complete
application by February 15.
Faculty
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Degree Requirements
Following formal admission to the Ph.D. in Rhetoric and Professional
Communication program at New Mexico State University, students
must satisfy the following requirements:
¥ complete at least 54 hours of course work with graduate credit
past the bachelor's degree. (Credit may be granted for up to 24
hours of master's level work with departmental approval.)
¥ complete at least 6 credit hours (of these 54) in research
methods and data analysis.
¥ demonstrate proficiency in a second language or alternative
approved by student® committee.
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¥ pass a qualifying examination during the first year of doctoral
course work.

pass a comprehensive examination after the first four
requirements have been satisfied.

complete an internship of at least 6 hours.

complete at least 18 hours of dissertation credit (ENGL 700).
complete a doctoral dissertation.

pass a final oral examination.

#
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The 54 credits of the first requirement, the 6 credits of the sixth, and
the 18 credits of the seventh make a minimum of 78 hours past the
bachelor's necessary for the completion of the degree. In addition, the
student will need to comply with all requirements and deadlines
established by the Graduate School, including the requirement of at
least two semesters of full-time study in residence.

The progress of each student will be reviewed at the end of her or his
first year in the program. This review will include a self-evaluation
from the student as well as a review of the student's progress by the
student's adviser and the English faculty who have had the student in
class. The purpose of this review is to ensure that students acquire the
research tools and background that will permit them to pose a
dissertation topic.

Course Work

Each student in the doctoral program will develop an individualized
plan of study in consultation with his or her advisor. It must include
English 610: Doctoral Proseminar in Rhetoric and Professional
Communication and at least 9 additional hours of 600-level seminars.
This plan of study must be approved by the student's Doctoral
Committee, which should be constituted shortly after the student
passes the qualifying examination. When approved at the
departmental level, the form detailing the Program of Study and
Committee for Doctoral Students must be filed with the Graduate
School.

Typically, students will complete course work in the following areas
(this list includes courses taken in the student's Master's program):
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Theory of Rhetoric and Communication. 18-21 credits.

Appropriate courses in the Department of English include:

¥
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Proseminar in Rhetoric and Professional Communication (610)
Theories of Discourse (511)

Writing in the Workplace (512)

Critical Theory (515)

Literary Criticism (517), or topical courses in literary, critical,
and cultural theory

History of Rhetoric (518)

Modern Rhetorical Theory (519)

Form and Technique in Fiction or Poetry (534, 535)

Ethics and Ethos in Rhetoric and Professional Communication
(546)

Rhetorical Invention (547)

Graduate Study in Writing (549/649, may be repeated)
History of English (552) Rhetoric of Scientific Communication
(555) Seminar: Rhetoric (590/690, may be repeated)

Appropriate courses in other departments include: Any course with a
significant theoretical emphasis on rhetoric, language, and
communication, including but not limited to courses in Communication
Studies, Education, Languages and Linguistics, Business, Psychology,
Sociology and Anthropology, or Philosophy.

Applications of Rhetoric and Communication. 18-21 credits.

NOTE: Graduate assistants who have no teaching experience must

take English 571: Problems in the Teaching of Composition during

their first year as graduate assistants.

Appropriate courses in the Department of English include:

¥
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Grammar of American English (451)

Document Design (478)

Workshop in Advanced Writing: Composition (520)
Research in Written Composition (548)

Graduate Study in Writing (549/649)
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¥ Research on Literacy (550)

¥ Approaches to Composition (570)

¥ Composition Theory and Pedagogy (571)

¥ Technical-Professional Communication: Theory and Pedagogy
(572)

¥ Creative Writing Workshops (574, 575, 576)

¥ Workshop in Advanced Technical and Professional Writing (577)

¥ Developing Computer System Documentation (578/678)

¥ Computers and Writing (579)

¥ Publications Management (582)

¥ Qualitative Research in Written Composition (601)

¥ Quantitative Research ion Written Composition (602)

¥ |ssues in Technical and Professional Communication (649)

Appropriate courses in other departments include: Any course with a
significant applied emphasis on rhetoric, language, design, teaching or
training, or communication, including but not limited to courses in Art,
Computer Science, Communication Studies, Education, Business, or
Psychology.

Specialized Area. 12-18 credit hours

A specialized area should be determined by the student and the
Doctoral Committee. Students define their specialized area as a
coherent set of related courses, drawn from both inside and outside
the Department of English. Though many students take courses from
various departments, it is possible to work solely within

English. Possible areas of specialization include (but are not limited
to) cultural and critical theory, writing program administration, training
and development, literature, creative writing, computers and writing,
instructional technology, writing and computers, organizational
communication, computer science, engineering, or one of the sciences.

Second Language
¥ achieving a minimum score of 62 for French, 63 for German, or
66 for Spanish on the CLEP foreign language exam (College
Level Examination Program)
¥ successfully completing one hour of 449 in a chosen language
through the Department of Languages and Linguistics
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¥ completing an upper-division literature course in a chosen
language with a grade of at least a B (typically, as an
undergraduate student)

¥ completing the final course of a four-semester sequence of one
language with a grade of at least a B (typically, as an
undergraduate student) or

¥ petitioning the Committee. Students who have current
multilingual skills that can be verified by credentials other than
the ETS score or the course described above may petition the
Rhetoric and Professional Communication Committee to certify
their second language proficiency. Normally this petition will be
submitted before the end of the student's second semester in
the Ph.D. program. The petition, a memorandum with supporting
evidence, should be submitted through the student's adviser to
the Committee. The Chair of the Committee presents the petition
to the Ph.D. Program Committee for review and
recommendation.

¥ subject to approval by their committee, students can fulfill this
requirement with a defined research tool (for example,
programming languages, statistics, etc.). The student should
consult with his or her advisor and determine an appropriate
course of action for satisfying this requirement.

Examinations

Qualifying Examination

The Qualifying Exam allows students to demonstrate that they have
the requisite reading, writing, and critical skills to successfully pursue
the Ph.D. It must be evaluated and deemed acceptable by the Rhetoric
and Professional Communication faculty by the end of the student®
first year in the program. The Qualifying Exam will be discussed in
English 610 and students will be prepared to submit portfolios. The
Qualifying Examination consists of a portfolio that the student puts
together in the first six months of doctoral study and submits on March
1st. By the end of April, the portfolio will be assessed by Rhetoric and
Professional Communication faculty in the form of a first-year review.
Students will then meet with their advisors to discuss the portfolio and
first-year review letter. Through this portfolio, students will:
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¥ provide evidence of specific research interests and a clear
research trajectory;

¥ demonstrate the reading, writing, research, and critical skills

required to successfully pursue the Ph.D.;

show awareness of their academic capabilities and potential; and

establish a plan for shaping their academic careers.

K K

The portfolio should include:
¥ A cover letter with an overview and rationale of the works

included and a brief statement of research interests.

¥ Two strong pieces of work, one of which may have been written
before entering the doctoral program.

¥ A critique of a scholarly article within the field of rhetoric and
professional communication, not to exceed 1500 words.
Students will be given guidelines for this critique and a selection
of articles at the beginning of ENGL 610: Professional Seminar in
Rhetoric and Professional Communication.

¥ A self-evaluation in which students assess their performance in
the program, addressing their strengths and targeting areas for
improvement and growth. In addition, students should discuss
their future research agendas, including possible dissertation
topics and committee members. Students will be given
guidelines for this self-evaluation at the end of ENGL 610:
Professional Seminar in Rhetoric and Professional
Communication.

Comprehensive Examination

The comprehensive examination is normally taken in the semester
following completion of the specified course work for the doctorate.
The examination comprises:

¥ An acceptable preliminary prospectus for the dissertation,
submitted to the student's doctoral committee.
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¥ Delivery of a paper approved by the student's doctoral committee in

a colloquium to which other faculty and students are invited in addition

to the student's committee.

¥ A two-part written comprehensive examination. The purpose of the

written examination is to test students' knowledge in rhetoric and

professional communication and in a specialized area. The examination

covers course work and related reading in both areas.

¥ Following satisfactory completion of parts 1-3, an oral examination
covering course work as well as material in parts 1-3.

Students normally complete all four parts of the examination in the
semester after their course work is completed. The student's
committee is charged with preparing and administering the written
examinations. Any student unsuccessful in part or all of the
comprehensive examination will be expected to retake the necessary
part(s) by the end of the following semester.

NOTE: Students preparing for the comprehensive examination may
enroll in ENGL 600 (Doctoral Research). There is no set or required
number of hours of ENGL 600, but students holding Graduate
Assistantships must be full-time students registered for 9 hours per
semester. Each semester, after completing his or her course work, a
GA would take 9 hours of ENGL 600 before and during the
comprehensives and 9 hours of ENGL 700 while writing the
dissertation.

I nternship

Students will earn a minimum of six hours of credit (English 597) for a
professional writing internship. NOTE: The proportion of time spent as
a Graduate Assistant and as an intern would be essentially up to the
individual student. But by the end of the program, each student should
have had both the experience of teaching writing in a university
setting and the experience of writing in a professional setting.

Doctoral Committee and Dissertation

As early in each student's career as possible, he or she should choose
a dissertation director and begin exploration of possible dissertation
topics. The student will constitute a Doctoral Committee comprising
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faculty members inside and outside the department of English
interested in and able to help with the dissertation. This committee is
normally composed of two or three members of the graduate faculty
from the Department of English and one or two members of the
graduate faculty from other departments. There must be at least four
Graduate Faculty members. The Committee approves the student's
course of study after the qualifying examination is passed, approves
the student's choice of a second language or research tool and certifies

completion of the requirement, draws up and administers the
comprehensive examination, and is the examining committee for the
oral part of the comprehensive and the final oral examination.

Choosing the members of this committee is one of the most important
aspects of the student's doctoral program and is done after the
qualifying examination has been passed.

After passing the comprehensive examination, the student begins full-
time work on the dissertation. Early in the dissertation process the
student develops a formal dissertation proposal comprising a definition
of the problem to be explored, a methodological or theoretical section,
and a working bibliography. With the chair's approval, the proposal is
submitted to all members of the doctoral committee. The proposal
must be approved by all members of the committee who then sign off
on the proposal. A copy of the sign-off sheet and the approved
proposal are placed in the student's departmental file. During this
period, the student enrolls in ENGL 700 (Doctoral Dissertation); a
minimum of 18 credits of ENGL 700 is required. Students who have
ABD (all but Dissertation ) status need to register for a minimum of 3
credits of 700 each semester until they complete the dissertation and
pass the final oral examination; the dissertation must be completed
and approved within 5 years after the comprehensive examination.
After the dissertation is completed, the student defends the
dissertation in a final oral examination.

Graduate Assistantships

Students interested in being considered for a Graduate Assistantship
should also submit an Application for Financial Support. Since the
teaching of writing is an important aspect of this doctoral program,
students will normally be expected to be GAs for at least a portion of
their doctoral study.
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PhD students can expect 5 years of Graduate Assistant support (10
semesters) and additional summer teaching is typically available. The
graduate stipend for 2005-2006 is $14,400 for the academic year for
PhD students, with an increment upon finishing comprehensive exams.
An assistantship requires that you work twenty hours per week,
typically teaching one course and performing additional duties such as
working in the writing lab, working on the department's publications,
or on the department website. For the first year, Graduate Assistants
will be responsible for paying tuition at the in-state tuition rate.

After the first year, Graduate Assistants will be responsible for
establishing their New Mexican residency so that they can continue to
pay tuition at the in-state rate. All new Graduate Assistants are
required to attend a weeklong teaching orientation that begins the
week before classes start.

PhD students are given a good range of course assignments, including
First-year Composition, Business and Technical Communication, and
Writing in the Humanities. Graduate students frequently are offered
appointments in other colleges and become involved with research and
development projects, especially in Business, Engineering, Education,
and the Graduate School.

Ap plication Procedures
Admission to the doctoral program in Rhetoric and Professional
Communication will be determined by the English Department's
Rhetoric and Professional Communication Committee. The Committee
will consider any material that an applicant presents, but a completed
application must include the following:
¥ A completed Application for Admission to Graduate School (the
last page of the NMSU Graduate Catalog or register online at
http:/ / gradschool.nmsu.edu/
¥ Complete official transcripts of all your college work.
¥ A completed Application for Study in English
¥ A statement of purpose addressing your personal, academic and
professional interests and experience, your particular interest in
our program, and your career goals and expectations. This
statement should indicate why you want to earn a Ph.D. and
how it will fit into your career plan.
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It should also indicate how your interdisciplinary interests relate
to fundamental issues in rhetoric and professional
communication.

¥ A statement of teaching interests and qualifications, with a

description of relevant experience.

A curriculum vitae or professional resume.

Samples of your writing. These samples should include academic

work that reflects strong research potential. They may also

include work done as a professional communicator, such as

grant proposals, research reports, manuals, program

evaluations, or brochures. Work whose authorship is either

shared or unspecified should be accompanied by a brief

statement clarifying your role in the project.

¥ Three letters of recommendation from professors, employers, or
others qualified to evaluate your potential for graduate work. If
you are applying for a graduate teaching assistantship, these
letters should also address your experience or potential as a
teacher.
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NOTE: Although the Graduate School and the English Department no
longer require students to present scores on psychometric
examinations (e.g., the Graduate Record Examination), applicants are
encouraged to submit scores to the English Department if they have
already taken these exams. Students interested in being considered
for a Graduate Assistantship should indicate their interest on the
application form for the English Department. Since the teaching of
writing is an important aspect of this doctoral program, students will
normally be expected to be GA's for at least a portion of their doctoral
study. Items 1 and 2 should be submitted to the Graduate School;
items 3-6 (and the Application for Financial Support) to the Director of
Graduate Studies in the English Department. An application is not
considered complete until items 1-8 are received. Applicants are
expected to submit a complete application by February 15.
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