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Ph .D. in  Rhe t o r ic and  Pr o f e ssiona l 
Com m u nicat ion   
The doctoral program  in Rhetoric and Professional Comm unicat ion at  
New Mexico State University is designed to prepare students for 
careers in business and indust ry or in college and universit y teaching. 
We welcom e applicants from  a variety of backgrounds and with 
working experience as well as st rong academ ic records. Students with 
bachelor's degrees should apply for admission to the m aster's program  
even if their goal is a Ph.D. Our program  is intended to accom m odate 
students with a broad range of interests and professional goals. 
Successful applicat ions will reflect  st rong research interests and 
potent ial. Applicat ions should indicate why an applicant  wants to earn 
a Ph.D. and how the degree will f it  into a career plan. An applicant 's 
interdisciplinary interests must relate to fundam ental issues in rhetoric 
and professional comm unicat ion. Adm ission is for fall semester only of 
each academic year. Applicants are expected to subm it  a com plete 
applicat ion by February 15. 
Facu l t y  

¥ St u ar t  C. Br ow n  
¥ Ch r ist oph er  Bu r nh am  
¥ Jenn i f er  Sh epp ar d  
¥ Bar r y  Th at ch er  
¥ Mon ica Tor r es 
¥ Mel inda Tu rn ley  
¥ Kat h r y n  Valen t in e 
¥ Pat t i  W o j ahn    

 
Deg r ee Req u ir em en t s 
Following form al adm ission to the Ph.D. in Rhetoric and Professional 
Com m unicat ion program  at  New Mexico State Universit y, students 
m ust  sat isfy the following requirements:  

¥ com plete at  least  54 hours of course work with graduate credit  
past  the bachelor's degree. (Credit  m ay be granted for up to 24 
hours of m aster's level work with departm ental approval.)    

¥ com plete at  least  6 credit  hours (of these 54)  in research 
m ethods and data analysis.   

¥ dem onst rate proficiency in a second language or alternat ive 
approved by studentÕs com mit tee.   
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¥ pass a qualify ing exam inat ion during the first  year of doctoral 
course work.   

¥ pass a com prehensive exam inat ion after the first  four 
requirem ents have been sat isfied.   

¥ com plete an internship of at  least  6 hours.   
¥ com plete at  least  18 hours of dissertat ion credit  (ENGL 700) .   
¥ com plete a doctoral dissertat ion.   
¥ pass a final oral examinat ion.  

 
The 54 credits of the first  requirem ent , the 6 credits of the sixth, and 
the 18 credits of the seventh m ake a m inim um  of 78 hours past  the 
bachelor's necessary for the com plet ion of the degree. I n addit ion, the 
student will need to com ply with all requirem ents and deadlines 
established by the Graduate School, including the requirem ent  of at  
least  two sem esters of full- t im e study in residence.  
 
The progress of each student will be reviewed at  the end of her or his 
f irst  year in the program . This review will include a self-evaluat ion 
from  the student as well as a review of the student 's progress by the 
student 's adviser and the English faculty who have had the student  in 
class. The purpose of this review is to ensure that  students acquire the 
research tools and background that  will perm it  them to pose a 
dissertat ion topic.  

 
 
Co u r se W or k   
Each student in the doctoral program  will develop an indiv idualized 
plan of study in consultat ion with his or her advisor. I t  m ust include 
English 610:  Doctoral Prosem inar in Rhetoric and Professional 
Com m unicat ion and at  least  9 addit ional hours of 600- level sem inars. 
This plan of study must  be approved by the student 's Doctoral 
Com m it tee, which should be const ituted short ly after the student 
passes the qualifying exam inat ion. When approved at  the 
departm ental level, the form  detailing the Program  of Study and 
Com m it tee for Doctoral Students m ust be filed with the Graduate 
School. 
Typically, students will com plete course work in the following areas 
( this list  includes courses taken in the student 's Master's program ) :  
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Th eor y  of  Rh et or ic and  Com m un icat ion . 1 8 - 2 1  cr ed i t s.  

Appropriate courses in the Departm ent  of English include:  
¥ Prosem inar in Rhetoric and Professional Com m unicat ion (610)  
¥ Theories of Discourse (511)  
¥ Writ ing in the Workplace (512)  
¥ Crit ical Theory (515)  
¥ Literary Crit icism (517) , or topical courses in literary, crit ical, 

and cultural theory 
¥ History of Rhetoric (518)  
¥ Modern Rhetorical Theory (519)  
¥ Form  and Technique in Fict ion or Poet ry (534, 535)  
¥ Ethics and Ethos in Rhetoric and Professional Com municat ion 

(546)  
¥ Rhetorical Invent ion (547)  
¥ Graduate Study in Writ ing (549/ 649, may be repeated)  
¥ History of English (552)  Rhetoric of Scient ific Comm unicat ion 

(555)  Sem inar:  Rhetoric (590/ 690, m ay be repeated)   
 
Appropriate courses in other departm ents include:  Any course with a 
signif icant  theoret ical em phasis on rhetoric, language, and 
com m unicat ion, including but  not  lim ited to courses in Com municat ion 
Studies, Educat ion, Languages and Linguist ics, Business, Psychology, 
Sociology and Anthropology, or Philosophy.  

 

App l icat ion s o f  Rh et or ic an d  Com m unicat ion . 1 8 - 2 1  cr ed i t s.  

NOTE:  Graduate assistants who have no teaching experience must  

take English 571:  Problem s in the Teaching of Com posit ion during 

their f irst  year as graduate assistants.  

Appropriate courses in the Departm ent  of English include:  
¥ Gram m ar of American English (451)  
¥ Docum ent  Design (478)  
¥ Workshop in Advanced Writ ing:  Com posit ion (520)  
¥ Research in Writ ten Com posit ion (548)  
¥ Graduate Study in Writ ing (549/ 649)  

 



 

New Mexico State University English Department Ph.D Guidelines ‘05-‘06 
 

5 

¥ Research on Literacy (550)  
¥ Approaches to Com posit ion (570)  
¥ Com posit ion Theory and Pedagogy (571)  
¥ Technical-Professional Com m unicat ion:  Theory and Pedagogy 

(572)  
¥ Creat ive Writ ing Workshops (574, 575, 576)  
¥ Workshop in Advanced Technical and Professional Writ ing (577)  
¥ Developing Com puter System Documentat ion (578/ 678)  
¥ Com puters and Writ ing (579)  
¥ Publicat ions Managem ent  (582)  
¥ Qualitat ive Research in Writ ten Com posit ion (601)  
¥ Quant itat ive Research ion Writ ten Com posit ion (602)  
¥ I ssues in Technical and Professional Com m unicat ion (649)   

 
Appropriate courses in other departm ents include:  Any course with a 
signif icant  applied em phasis on rhetoric, language, design, teaching or 
t raining, or com municat ion, including but  not  lim ited to courses in Art , 
Com puter Science, Comm unicat ion Studies, Educat ion, Business, or 
Psychology.   
 
Sp ecia l i zed  Ar ea. 1 2 - 1 8  cr ed i t  h ou r s  
A specialized area should be determ ined by the student  and the 
Doctoral Com m it tee. Students define their specialized area as a 
coherent  set  of related courses, drawn from  both inside and outside 
the Departm ent  of English. Though m any students take courses from  
various departm ents, it  is possible to work solely within 
English.  Possible areas of specializat ion include (but  are not  lim ited 
to)  cultural and crit ical theory, writ ing program  adm inist rat ion, t raining 
and developm ent , literature, creat ive writ ing, com puters and writ ing, 
inst ruct ional technology, writ ing and com puters, organizat ional 
com m unicat ion, com puter science, engineering, or one of the sciences. 
 
Seco n d  Lan g u ag e  

¥ achieving a m inimum  score of 62 for French, 63 for Germ an, or 
66 for Spanish on the CLEP foreign language exam  (College 
Level Exam inat ion Program )    

¥ successfully com plet ing one hour of 449 in a chosen language 
through the Departm ent  of Languages and Linguist ics  
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¥ com plet ing an upper-div ision literature course in a chosen 
language with a grade of at  least  a B ( typically, as an 
undergraduate student)   

¥ com plet ing the final course of a four-sem ester sequence of one 
language with a grade of at  least  a B ( typically, as an 
undergraduate student)  or  

¥ pet it ioning the Com m it tee. Students who have current  
m ult ilingual skills that  can be verif ied by credent ials other than 
the ETS score or the course described above m ay pet it ion the 
Rhetoric and Professional Com m unicat ion Com mit tee to cert ify 
their second language proficiency. Normally this pet it ion will be 
subm it ted before the end of the student 's second semester in 
the Ph.D. program . The pet it ion, a m emorandum  with support ing 
evidence, should be subm it ted through the student 's adviser to 
the Comm it tee. The Chair of the Comm it tee presents the pet it ion 
to the Ph.D. Program  Com mit tee for review and 
recom m endat ion.   

¥ subject  to approval by their comm it tee, students can fulf ill this 
requirem ent  with a defined research tool ( for exam ple, 
program m ing languages, stat ist ics, etc.) . The student  should 
consult  with his or her advisor and determ ine an appropriate 
course of act ion for sat isfy ing this requirem ent . 

  

Ex am inat ion s 
Qu al i f y in g  Ex am in at ion   
The Qualify ing Exam  allows students to dem onst rate that  they have 
the requisite reading, writ ing, and crit ical skills to successfully pursue 
the Ph.D. I t  m ust  be evaluated and deem ed acceptable by the Rhetoric 
and Professional Comm unicat ion faculty by the end of the studentÕs 
first  year in the program . The Qualify ing Exam  will be discussed in 
English 610 and students will be prepared to submit  port folios. The 
Qualifying Examinat ion consists of a port folio that  the student  puts 
together in the first  six m onths of doctoral study and subm its on March 
1st . By the end of April, the port folio will be assessed by Rhetoric and 
Professional Com municat ion faculty in the form of a f irst -year review. 
Students will then m eet  with their advisors to discuss the port folio and 
first - year review let ter. Through this port folio, students will:   
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¥ provide evidence of specif ic research interests and a clear 
research t rajectory;   

¥ dem onst rate the reading, writ ing, research, and crit ical skills 
required to successfully pursue the Ph.D.;    

¥ show awareness of their academic capabilit ies and potent ial;  and  
¥ establish a plan for shaping their academ ic careers. 

 
 
The port folio should include:  

¥ A cover let ter with an overview and rat ionale of the works 

included and a brief statem ent of research interests.   
¥ Two st rong pieces of work, one of which m ay have been writ ten 

before entering the doctoral program .   
¥ A crit ique of a scholarly art icle within the field of rhetoric and 

professional com m unicat ion, not  to exceed 1500 words. 
Students will be given guidelines for this crit ique and a select ion 
of art icles at  the beginning of ENGL 610:  Professional Sem inar in 
Rhetoric and Professional Com m unicat ion.   

¥ A self-evaluat ion in which students assess their perform ance in 

the program , addressing their st rengths and target ing areas for 

im provem ent  and growth. I n addit ion, students should discuss 

their future research agendas, including possible dissertat ion 

topics and com mit tee m em bers. Students will be given 

guidelines for this self-evaluat ion at  the end of ENGL 610:  

Professional Sem inar in Rhetoric and Professional 

Com m unicat ion. 
 
Com p r ehen sive  Ex am inat ion   
The com prehensive exam inat ion is normally taken in the sem ester 
following com plet ion of the specif ied course work for the doctorate. 
The exam inat ion com prises:  
 
¥ An acceptable prelim inary prospectus for the dissertat ion, 
subm it ted to the student 's doctoral comm it tee.   
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¥ Delivery of a paper approved by the student 's doctoral com m it tee in 
a colloquium to which other faculty and students are invited in addit ion 
to the student 's com mit tee.   
¥ A two-part  writ ten com prehensive examinat ion. The purpose of the 
writ ten exam inat ion is to test  students' knowledge in rhetoric and 
professional com m unicat ion and in a specialized area. The examinat ion 
covers course work and related reading in both areas.   
¥ Following sat isfactory com plet ion of parts 1-3, an oral exam inat ion 

covering course work as well as m aterial in parts 1-3.   
 
Students norm ally com plete all four parts of the exam inat ion in the 
sem ester after their course work is completed. The student 's 
com m it tee is charged with preparing and adm inistering the writ ten 
exam inat ions. Any student  unsuccessful in part  or all of the 
com prehensive exam inat ion will be expected to retake the necessary 
part ( s)  by the end of the following semester.  
 
NOTE:  Students preparing for the com prehensive examinat ion m ay 
enroll in ENGL 600 (Doctoral Research) . There is no set  or required 
num ber of hours of ENGL 600, but  students holding Graduate 
Assistantships m ust  be full- t im e students registered for 9 hours per 
sem ester. Each sem ester, after com plet ing his or her course work, a 
GA would take 9 hours of ENGL 600 before and during the 
com prehensives and 9 hours of ENGL 700 while writ ing the 
dissertat ion.  
 
I n t er n sh ip  
Students will earn a m inim um of six hours of credit  (English 597)  for a 
professional writ ing internship. NOTE:  The proport ion of t im e spent as 
a Graduate Assistant  and as an intern would be essent ially up to the 
indiv idual student . But  by the end of the program , each student  should 
have had both the experience of teaching writ ing in a universit y 
set t ing and the experience of writ ing in a professional set t ing.  
 
Doct o r al  Com m it t ee an d  Disser t at ion   
As early in each student 's career as possible, he or she should choose 
a dissertat ion director and begin explorat ion of possible dissertat ion 
topics. The student  will const itute a Doctoral Com m it tee com prising  
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faculty m em bers inside and outside the departm ent of English 
interested in and able to help with the dissertat ion. This comm it tee is 
norm ally com posed of two or three m em bers of the graduate faculty 
from  the Departm ent  of English and one or two m em bers of the 
graduate faculty from  other departm ents. There m ust be at  least  four 
Graduate Faculty mem bers. The Comm it tee approves the student 's 
course of study after the qualify ing exam inat ion is passed, approves 
the student 's choice of a second language or research tool and cert ifies  
 
com plet ion of the requirem ent , draws up and adm inisters the 
com prehensive exam inat ion, and is the exam ining com m it tee for the  
oral part  of the com prehensive and the final oral examinat ion.  
 
Choosing the mem bers of this com mit tee is one of the m ost im portant  
aspects of the student 's doctoral program  and is done after the 
qualify ing exam inat ion has been passed. 
 
After passing the com prehensive exam inat ion, the student  begins full-
t im e work on the dissertat ion. Early in the dissertat ion process the 
student develops a form al dissertat ion proposal com prising a definit ion 
of the problem  to be explored, a m ethodological or theoret ical sect ion, 
and a working bibliography. With the chair 's approval, the proposal is 
subm it ted to all m em bers of the doctoral com m it tee. The proposal 
m ust  be approved by all m em bers of the com m it tee who then sign off 
on the proposal. A copy of the sign-off sheet and the approved 
proposal are placed in the student 's departm ental file. During this 
period, the student enrolls in ENGL 700 (Doctoral Dissertat ion) ;  a 
m inim um of 18 credits of ENGL 700 is required. Students who have 
ABD (all but  Dissertat ion )  status need to register for a m inim um  of 3 
credits of 700 each sem ester unt il they com plete the dissertat ion and 
pass the final oral exam inat ion;  the dissertat ion m ust be com pleted 
and approved within 5 years after the com prehensive exam inat ion. 
After the dissertat ion is com pleted, the student defends the 
dissertat ion in a f inal oral examinat ion.  
 
Gr ad uat e  As sist an t sh ips  
Students interested in being considered for a Graduate Assistantship 
should also subm it  an Applicat ion for Financial Support . Since the 
teaching of writ ing is an im portant  aspect  of this doctoral program , 
students will norm ally be expected to be GAs for at  least  a port ion of 
their doctoral study.  
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PhD students can expect  5 years of Graduate Assistant  support  (10 
sem esters)  and addit ional summ er teaching is typically available. The 
graduate st ipend for 2005-2006 is $14,400 for the academ ic year for 
PhD students, with an increm ent  upon finishing com prehensive exam s. 
An assistantship requires that  you work twenty hours per week, 
t ypically teaching one course and perform ing addit ional dut ies such as 
working in the writ ing lab, working on the departm ent 's publicat ions, 
or on the departm ent  website.  For the first  year, Graduate Assistants 
will be responsible for paying tuit ion at  the in-state tuit ion rate.  
 
After the first  year, Graduate Assistants will be responsible for 
establishing their New Mexican residency so that  they can cont inue to 
pay tuit ion at  the in-state rate.  All new Graduate Assistants are 
required to at tend a weeklong teaching orientat ion that  begins the 
week before classes start . 
 
PhD students are given a good range of course assignm ents, including 
First - year Com posit ion, Business and Technical Com m unicat ion, and 
Writ ing in the Hum anit ies. Graduate students frequent ly are offered 
appointm ents in other colleges and becom e involved with research and 
developm ent  projects, especially in Business, Engineering, Educat ion, 
and the Graduate School.  
 
Ap p licat ion  Pr oced u r es  
Adm ission to the doctoral program  in Rhetoric and Professional 
Com m unicat ion will be determ ined by the English Department 's 
Rhetoric and Professional Com m unicat ion Com mit tee. The Comm it tee 
will consider any m aterial that  an applicant  presents, but  a com pleted 
applicat ion m ust include the following:  

¥ A com pleted Applicat ion for Adm ission to Graduate School ( the 
last  page of the NMSU Graduate Catalog or register online at  
h t t p : / / g r adsch oo l.nm su.edu /    

¥ Com plete official t ranscripts of all your college work.   
¥ A com pleted App l icat ion  f o r  St ud y  in  Eng l ish    
¥ A statement of purpose addressing your personal, academ ic and 

professional interests and experience, your part icular interest  in 
our program , and your career goals and expectat ions. This 
statem ent  should indicate why you want to earn a Ph.D. and 
how it  will fit  into your career plan.  
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I t  should also indicate how your interdisciplinary interests relate 
to fundam ental issues in rhetoric and professional 
com m unicat ion.   

¥ A statement of teaching interests and qualificat ions, with a 
descript ion of relevant  experience.   

¥ A curriculum  vitae or professional resume.   
¥ Sam ples of your writ ing. These sam ples should include academic 

work that  reflects st rong research potent ial. They m ay also 
include work done as a professional comm unicator, such as 
grant  proposals, research reports, m anuals, program  
evaluat ions, or brochures. Work whose authorship is either 
shared or unspecified should be accom panied by a brief 
statem ent  clarifying your role in the project .   

¥ Three let ters of recom m endat ion from  professors, em ployers, or 
others qualif ied to evaluate your potent ial for graduate work. I f 
you are apply ing for a graduate teaching assistantship, these 
let ters should also address your experience or potent ial as a 
teacher.  

 
NOTE:   Although the Graduate School and the English Departm ent  no 
longer require students to present  scores on psychomet ric 
exam inat ions (e.g., the Graduate Record Examinat ion) , applicants are 
encouraged to submit  scores to the English Departm ent  if they have 
already taken these exam s. Students interested in being considered 
for a Graduate Assistantship should indicate their interest  on the 
applicat ion form  for the English Departm ent . Since the teaching of 
writ ing is an im portant  aspect  of this doctoral program , students will 
norm ally be expected to be GA's for at  least  a port ion of their doctoral 
study. I tem s 1 and 2 should be subm it ted to the Graduate School;  
item s 3-6 (and the Applicat ion for Financial Support )  to the Director of 
Graduate Studies in the English Departm ent . An applicat ion is not  
considered com plete unt il item s 1-8 are received. Applicants are 
expected to submit  a com plete applicat ion by February 15. 


