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Overview

The purpose of this course is to introduce honors students to the basic questions that constitute the contemporary study of American politics.  The course will include an overview of the historical and theoretical foundations of the American republic, including the political ideas that originally gave life to American political institutions, and which continue to exist as the points of reference for understanding American politics in our own time.  Particular attention will be paid to the legal foundation for the whole of American national government: the U.S. Constitution.  You can expect encounter a good bit of the classic literature in American political thought, as well as some unconventional sources and approaches to thinking about politics.  A major goal will be to encourage students to go against the current of our times - to question widely held assumptions about right order in the United States.  In the process students will be expected to evaluate the people and ideas they encounter, and do so with some appreciation for the power of ideas in creating political change.
Required Reading

The following books are required and are available for purchase at the university bookstore:
Peter Lawler and Robert Shaefer,   American Political Rhetoric: A Reader (6th edition)
Norman Wirzba, ed., The Art of the Commonplace: The Agrarian Essays of Wendell Berry
You may be able to locate a used copy of these books from some other source.  If you do this for the Lawler and Shaefer text, make sure that you purchase the correct edition (6th).  Other supplemental required readings will be available online or for download at my website:  http://www.nmsu.edu/~govdept/butler.html.  These supplemental readings are indicated with an asterisk (*) on the course calendar below.    Always bring assigned readings to class.

Student Responsibilities
Grades are assigned on the basis of total points earned throughout the semester.  The grade distribution chart is as follows:

90-100 points =  A

80-89 points =  B

70-79 points =  C

60-69 points =  D

Below 60 points =  F

Students registered S/U must receive a minimum of 70 points to receive a grade of S. 

Points are earned as follows:

Exams.   There will be two exams this semester, a midterm and a final.  The midterm will be on TUESDAY MARCH 13; the final will be on THURSDAY MAY 10 (exam week, 8:00-10:00 AM).  Both exams will cover required reading and lectures.  The format for the exams will be essay and short answer (30 points total each exam).

Research Papers.  The writing assignments for this course will consist of two relatively brief research papers (maximum 10 pages each).  For each you will be asked to answer a specific research question.  Additional details, including grading criteria and due dates, will follow in a separate handout.  Each paper is worth 15 points.

Class Participation.  Class time will be split between lecture and seminar-type discussion.  I will expect that everyone has done the reading and is prepared to offer commentary or questions on important topics.  Students often find that active participation facilitates understanding, and in turn helps to improve exam scores.  To emphasize the importance of active involvement, each student will receive a grade (0-10 points) at the end of the semester based upon the quality of participation.  Performing at a high level means 1) regular class attendance, 2) asking relevant questions, and 3) contributing in a meaningful way to discussions about lecture topics and readings.
Course Policies
1.  Generally speaking, the only legitimate reasons for missing an exam or a due date are illness, death in the family, or some out of town university-related responsibility.  In any case, appropriate documentation will be required to verify the legitimacy of any excuse.  According to college policy, work/employment responsibilities are generally not acceptable.  

2. Grades are kept confidential.   Accordingly, I do not give out any grades over the phone, and I do not post grades on my door. I return all written work, but I do so as discreetly as possible.

3.  You must turn in all written assignments on time.  Papers received after class ends on the due date will be considered late, and will be penalized one point.  If the assignment is not turned in until the next day, it is penalized another point, and so on.  Late work may not be slid under my door.  If you are handing in a late paper you must either give it to me personally, or have a member of the government department office staff initial and date it and place it in my mailbox.  If there is no initialized date I will consider the assignment handed in on the day I receive it.  (Keep in mind that computer foul-ups are your responsibility and are not acceptable grounds for lateness).  All papers must be submitted in hard-copy (i.e., no electronic submissions will be accepted).

4. There will be no extra credit, no extensions, and no opportunities to redo work once it is turned in.  The time to worry about grades is before assignments are due.  You must use class discussions in order to measure how well you are grasping the material.  If you are confused about the subject matter, it is your responsibility to raise questions in or out of class.  I am available for consultation during posted office hours or by appointment.  I encourage you to come see me with any problems you are having with the classroom material or with the term paper assignment.   If you do not come see me I assume that you understand what is going on in the course, and are basically satisfied with your grades.

5. Academic misconduct is treated harshly.  All work submitted by a student is expected to be his own. When a student submits work purporting to be his own, but which in any way borrows ideas or wording from another source without appropriate acknowledgment of the fact, the student is guilty of academic misconduct.  The university policy on student misconduct may be found at.   http://www.nmsu.edu:80/~vpsa/SCOC/misconduct.html.  Students may discuss papers among themselves or with an instructor or tutor, but when the actual work is done, it must be done by the student and the student alone.  Of course, copying answers from another student’s exam also constitutes academic misconduct.  It is easier than you think for professors to catch students at this, and it happens more often than you might assume.  Penalties can range from failing the entire course to suspension from the university, depending upon the severity of the infraction.  Consult the above web site for more information on academic misconduct.

6. According to university policy, grades of incomplete (I) may be assigned only if a student has passed the first half of the course, and is precluded from successful completion by a documented illness or family emergency that the instructor believes genuinely precluded successful completion.

7. N.B.: I will ask the university to enforce all syllabus requirements in the face of an appeal.

Course Outline

Below you will find a preliminary list of the topics to be studied, as well as the reading assignment for each.  It is a preliminary list because time constraints and/or the particular interests of the class may necessitate minor revisions (exam dates will not change, however).  Keep in mind that the reading assignment is to be completed PRIOR to the class period listed.  Notice that some classes require more reading than others, and some classes require none; it is therefore wise to budget your time accordingly.  Readings with an asterisk (*) may be found on my website, or from the online source noted.
A. Background: History and Political Culture of British America

Reading:
*Ruth Bloch, Visionary Republic: Millennial Themes in American Thought, 1756-1800, 




select chapters (on my website, Jan. 24)



Declaration of Independence (APR textbook, ch. 1) (Feb. 2) 

B. The Founding
1. Principles of American Constitutionalism

Reading:
Federalist #10 (APR ch. 1) (Feb. 7)
U.S. Constitution, Articles I, II, III, and V, plus Amendments I-X (Bill of Rights) (APR, appendix) (Feb. 9)
Federalist #51 (APR ch. 1) (Feb. 9)

2. Congress


Reading: 
Federalist #57 and #63 (APR ch. 3) (Feb. 14)


3. Presidency


Reading: 
Federalist #70, #71, #73 (APR ch. 3) (Feb. 16)

4. Judiciary


Reading:
Federalist #78 (APR ch. 4) (Feb. 21)




Brutus, Essay XI (APR ch. 4) (Feb. 21)


5. Federalism


Reading:
*Federalist #46 (available at http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/fed46.asp) (Feb. 23)




Hammer v. Dagenhart  (APR ch. 2) (Feb. 28)
C. The Era of Reform: Introduction


Reading: 
*C.S. Griffin, “Some Varieties of Reform Experience” (on my website, Mar. 1)




The Seneca Falls Declaration (APR ch. 8) (Mar. 6)
Catch-up and Midterm Review: Thursday March 8
Midterm Exam: Tuesday March 13 (bring one large blue or green exam booklet)

D. The Era of Reform: Abolitionism and the Sectional Crisis

Readings:
*“South Carolina Declaration of Causes of Secession” (on my website, Mar 15)



Abraham Lincoln, “The Perpetuation of our Political Institutions” (APR ch. 6) (Mar. 27)




Lincoln, Gettysburg Address (APR ch. 6) (Mar. 27)




U.S. Constitution Amendments 13, 14, and 15 (APR appendix) (Mar. 29)
E. Progressivism: Domestic Policy


Readings:
Woodrow Wilson, Constitutional Government (APR ch. 6) (April 3)




Franklin D. Roosevelt, Commonwealth Club Campaign Speech (APR ch. 6) (April 5)




U.S. Constitution, Amendments 16, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 26 (APR appendix) (April 5)




United States v. Darby (APR ch. 2) (April 10)

F. Progressivism: Foreign Policy
Readings:
*Woodrow Wilson, “War Message to Congress, 65th Cong., 1st Sess. 2 April 1917” (available at http://wwi.lib.byu.edu/index.php/Wilson's_War_Message_to_Congress) (April 12)

George W. Bush, Second Inaugural Address (APR ch. 9) (April 12)


Barack Obama, Remarks: Nobel Peace Prize (APR ch. 9) (April 12)

G. Post WWII American Conservatism 

Reading: 
Paul Gottfried and Thomas Fleming, “Forming a Worldview: Conservatism in the Fifties” (on my website, April 17)
H. The Cultural Criticism of Wendell Berry (all readings are from The Art of the Commonplace)

Reading:
“Think Little” (April 24)




“Conservation and Local Economy” (April 24)




“Economy and Pleasure” (April 26)




“The Whole Horse” (April 26)




“The Idea of a Local Economy” (May 1)




“Pleasures of Eating” (May 1)

Catch-up and Final Exam Review: May 3
Final Exam: Thursday May 10 (Exam Week), 8:00-10:00 AM
