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Course Overview

The purpose of the course is to study particular forms of political thought known as ideologies. The primary objective will be to enhance the student’s awareness of the ideologies that have dominated Western political life in the modern age, including those that are now affecting the contemporary climate of intellectual and political opinion.  The course is intended to impress upon the student the fact that ideas are often immensely powerful forces in politics, particularly as they become unifying structures of meaning for entire societies.  We will study the ideologies themselves, along with some important modes of critique.  We will also study the psychological sources of their appeal, and their practical impact on people’s lives.  As part of the department’s course sequence in political theory (80 series), the course will also teach students how to read, analyze, and write about political ideas, and in the process encourage participation in the work of political philosophy itself: the task of going against the current, of questioning widely held assumptions about what constitutes justice in our age.  Students will be expected to evaluate and pass judgment on the thinkers and movements they encounter, and do so with a sufficient level of appreciation for the power of ideas in shaping the order in which we live.

Required Reading


I have ordered a series of classic books that not only illuminate the subject matter, but will hopefully be of continuing interest to you well beyond this semester.  If you don’t like to read, I suggest you drop the course.  There are 5 titles for purchase, all available from the university bookstore.  For those of you who are cheapskates with regard to your education, take comfort that most are reasonably priced, especially if you can locate used copies online.  The books:


• Edward Bellamy, Looking Backward

• Bertrand de Jouvenel, The Ethics of Redistribution

• Neil Postman, Technopoly: The Surrender of Culture to Technology


• Wendell Berry, Hannah Coulter 


• B. F. Skinner, Beyond Freedom and Dignity
NOTE: Other readings will supplement the above books.  These readings are indicated with an asterisk (*) on the course calendar, and can be downloaded from my web site:  http://www.nmsu.edu/~govdept/butler.html 


Student Responsibilities
Grades are assigned on the basis of total points earned throughout the semester.  The grade distribution chart is as follows:

90-100 points =  A

80-89 points =  B

70-79 points =  C

60-69 points =  D

Below 60 points =  F

Students registered S/U must receive a minimum of 70 points to receive a grade of S. 

Points are earned as follows:

Exams (30 points each).   There will be two exams: a midterm (March 15) and a non-cumulative final (May 8).  The format for the exams will be short answer, and will cover all assigned readings, lecture material, and handouts. Approximately one week prior to each exam date, I will distribute a brief study guide to assist in your preparation.

Essays (2 @ 15 points each).  The writing assignments for this course will consist of two relatively brief essays (maximum 10 pages each).  For each you will be asked to answer a specific research question.  The first will be an analysis of B. F. Skinner’s Beyond Freedom and Dignity (part of your required reading; see book list above).  The second will be on the documentary film Food, Inc. (2008).  Both essays will require you to situate the message of the book/film within themes, readings, or thinkers studied in class.  Additional details, including grading criteria and due dates, will follow in a separate handout.

Class Participation (10 points).   Class time will be split between lecture and as much discussion as possible for a class this size.  I will expect that everyone has done the reading and is prepared to offer commentary or questions on important topics.  Students often find that active participation facilitates understanding, and in turn helps to improve exam scores.  To emphasize the importance of active involvement, each student will receive a grade (0-10 points) at the end of the semester based upon the quality of participation.  Performing at a high level means 1) attending class, 2) asking relevant questions about the subject matter, and 3) demonstrating familiarity with assigned readings through in-class questions and comments.
Course Policies
1.  Generally speaking, the only legitimate reasons for missing an exam or a due date are illness, death in the family, or some out of town university-related responsibility.  In any case, I require appropriate documentation to verify the legitimacy of any excuse.  According to college policy, work/employment responsibilities are generally not acceptable.  

2. Grades are kept confidential.   Accordingly, I do not give out any grades over the phone, and I do not post grades on my door. I will email a grade to you if you ask.  I return all written work, but I do so as discreetly as possible.

3.  You must turn in the research essays on time.  Any paper received after class ends on the due date will be considered late, resulting in a late penalty of one point.  If the item is not turned in until the next day, it is penalized another point, and so on.  Late work should not be slid under my door.  If you are handing in a late item you must either give it to me personally, or have a member of the government department office staff initial and date it and place it in my mailbox.  If there is no initialized date I will consider the item handed in on the day I receive it.  (Keep in mind that computer foul-ups are your responsibility and are not acceptable grounds for lateness).  Final copies of both essays must be submitted in hard-copy (i.e., no electronic submissions will be accepted).

4. There will be no extra credit, no extensions, and no opportunities to redo work once it is turned in.  The time to worry about grades is before exams or assignments.  You should use class discussions to measure how well you are grasping the material.  If you are confused it is your responsibility to raise questions in or out of class.  I am available for consultation during office hours or by appointment.  I encourage you to come see me with any problems you are having.   If you do not come see me I assume that you understand what is going on in the course, and are satisfied with your grades.

5. Academic misconduct is treated harshly.  All work submitted by a student is expected to be his own. When a student submits work purporting to be his own, but which in any way borrows ideas or wording from another source without appropriate acknowledgment of the fact, the student is guilty of academic misconduct.  The university policy on student misconduct is here:  http://www.nmsu.edu:80/~vpsa/SCOC/misconduct.html.  Students may discuss the writing of essays among themselves or with an instructor or tutor, but when the actual work is done, it must be done by the student and the student alone.  Guidelines on plagiarism, including how to prevent it, are here:  http://lib.nmsu.edu/plagiarism/.   It is easier than you think for professors to catch students at this, and it happens more often than you might assume.  This is due in part to technology; check www.turnitin.com if you doubt me.  Of course, copying answers from another student’s exam also constitutes academic misconduct.  Penalties can range from failing the entire course to suspension from the university, depending upon the severity of the infraction.  Consult the above web sites for more information on academic misconduct.

6. According to university policy, grades of incomplete (I) may be assigned only if a student has passed the first half of the course, and is precluded from successful completion by a documented illness or family emergency that the instructor believes genuinely precluded successful completion.

Course Calendar

Below you will find a preliminary list of the topics to be studied, as well as the reading assignment for each.  It is a preliminary list because time constraints and/or the particular interests of the class may necessitate minor revisions (exam dates will not change, however).  Keep in mind that the reading assignment is to be completed PRIOR to the class period listed.  Notice that some classes require more reading than others, and some classes require none; it is therefore wise to budget your time accordingly.  Readings with an asterisk (*) may be found on my website: http://www.nmsu.edu/~govdept/butler.html, or from the online source noted.

I. Introduction:  Types of Political Thinking (Jan. 19-24; no reading assignment)

II. The Early Modern Origins of Ideological Thinking


Reading:
*Stephen A. McKnight, “Francis Bacon’s God” (Jan. 26)




*Hans Hergot, “On the New Transformation of the Christian Life” (Feb. 2)

III. Liberal Democracy as Primary Anti-Ideology


Reading: 
*John Locke, Second Treatise of Government (brief selection) (Feb. 9)

IV. Industrial Capitalism as Secondary Ideology

Reading:
*Adam Smith, Wealth of Nations (brief selection) (Feb. 14)




*William Graham Sumner, What Social Classes Owe Each Other (brief selection) (Feb. 14)

V. The Marxist Response (no reading; Feb. 16)

VI. The Romantic Response
A. Overview of French and German varieties - (no reading; Feb. 21)

B. The American variety



Reading: Edward Bellamy, Looking Backward (Feb. 28)




  *Elizabeth Sadler, “One Book’s Influence” (Mar. 1)

VII. Analysis and Critique


Reading: *Hannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism (chapter 13) (Mar. 6)

Catch-Up and Review – March 13

Midterm Exam – THURSDAY MARCH 15 (BRING LARGE BLUE OR GREEN EXAM BOOK)

(Spring Break)

Analysis and Critique (continued)



Reading:



Bertrand de Jouvenel, The Ethics of Redistribution, Lecture I – The Socialist Ideal (Mar. 27)




Bertrand de Jouvenel, Lecture II – State Expenditure (Mar. 29)

VIII. Scientism, Nature, and Technocracy – Historical Introduction (April 5)


A. Historical Introduction (April 5 - no reading assignment)


B. Academic and Cultural Response: Neil Postman

Reading: 
Postman, Technopoly, chapters 1, 2, and 3 (April 10)





Technopoly chapters 4, 5, and 6 (April 12)





Technopoly chapters 7, 8, and 9 (April 17)





Technopoly chapters 10 and 11 (April 19)


C. Artistic Response

1. Film: 
Koyaanisqatsi (first in the Qatsi trilogy, translated “Life out of Balance”) (first half - April 19; second half – April 24) 

2. Literature: 
Wendell Berry, Hannah Coulter (fiction) (April 26)





Wendell Berry, “Conservation and Local Economy” (non-fiction) (April 26)

3. Music: 
Bruce Springsteen, “Jungleland” from Born to Run (1975); “Badlands” from Darkness on the Edge of Town (1978); “My Father’s House” from Nebraska (1982) “Living Proof” from Lucky Town (1992).  [NOTE: *Lyrics on my website; songs will be provided for academic purposes only in conformity with copyright and fair use laws]

Final Exam Review: May 3

Final Exam: TUESDAY MAY 8, 10:30-12:30 (BRING LARGE BLUE OR GREEN EXAM BOOK)
