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Course Description

This seminar is designed to introduce graduate students to the scholarly study of American politics.   The course will seek to enhance your understanding of the operation of major American political institutions and processes, and to acquaint you with the ideas that inform their operation.  Special attention will be paid to the characteristically American form of constitutional governance as it was first created in 1787, and how it has sought to adapt to changing historical and cultural conditions.  This work will include an exegetical analysis of the American Constitution itself, including the main institutions of power (Congress, Presidency, Judiciary, and the states).  Our study will include additional primary source material (books, essays, speeches, letters, and court decisions) from historical figures who sought to both interpret and shape the meaning of the American polity.  Finally, the course includes significant secondary interpretive sources (from both political science and intellectual history) that will assist us in understanding a number of major issues that have been and continue to be sources of controversy.  These include:

1) The nature of the specifically American form of democracy, as compared to its alternatives;
2) The idea of progress in American history, including its colonial origins and its contemporary manifestation under the terms of progressivist ideology;

3) The meaning and origin American conservatism, and its place in contemporary national politics;

4) The dynamics of shifting political and institutional power relationships (including issues of centralization and decentralization) in relation to the above; and 
5) The relationship between cultural phenomena and questions of political order.

Reading

The following books are required reading and are available for purchase at the university bookstore:

• Ernest Lee Tuveson, Redeemer Nation: The Idea of America's Millennial Role 

• Hamilton, Madison, and Jay, The Federalist
• John C. Calhoun,  A Disquisition on Government
• Robert Nisbet, The Present Age 
•Norman Wirzba, ed., The Art of the Commonplace: The Agrarian Essays of Wendell Berry
NOTE: Additional required readings (i.e., not from the books above) are indicated with an asterisk (*) on the course calendar below, and can be downloaded from my web site:  http://www.nmsu.edu/~govdept/butler.html or from the online source noted.
Academic Requirements
Reading.  As you read the material, keep in mind that graduate courses require a high level of intellectual curiosity and seriousness.  In particular, you are expected to come to class every week, to get the reading done on time, and to read critically.  This does not mean that you are expected to read as an expert; the course assumes no prior expertise in the subject matter. Nor does it mean that you must fully grasp and understand every single idea you encounter.  It simply means you are expected to put forth maximum effort, even if it means having to look up unfamiliar words in a dictionary, or re-read important passages.  You should plan systematically and habitually to read and re-read, and then reflect on what you have read and take notes. If you find yourself in trouble with the reading, or just wanting to talk about it, it is your responsibility to raise questions in or out of class.
Grading.  I assign grades on the basis of total points earned throughout the semester.  Letter grades are distributed according to a traditional 10-percentage point scale:

90-100 points earned =
  A

80-89 points earned =  
B

70-79 points earned = 
 C

60-69 points earned = 
 D

Below 60 points earned =  F
Points are earned as follows:

Exams (30 points each).   There will be two exams: a TAKE HOME midterm (due March 14) and a CUMULATIVE final (May 9).  The format for the midterm will be essay; the format for the final will be short answer.  Both exams will cover assigned reading and lecture material.  More details about the exams, including question type, format, preparation suggestions, and grading criteria will follow in separate handouts early in the semester.
Research Paper (30 points).  Approximately 20-25 pages in length, and up to graduate student standards.  You will be required to submit the paper in stages, beginning with a proposed topic (due on April 11) and ending with a final draft (due on May 9).  Failure to submit at each stage will result in a late penalty assessed on the final copy (see Course Policy #3 below). You are free to select your own topic for the research paper, provided that it is directly related to the course material and meets with the approval of the instructor.  More detailed requirements will follow in a separate handout.  

Class Participation (10 points).  Part of critical reading is coming to class prepared to discuss with the class your reactions to the literature.  Class time will combine lecture with as much on-topic discussion as possible.  Saying why you are perplexed by an idea or argument is a real contribution.  To emphasize the importance of active involvement, each student will be graded at the end of the semester on the quality of participation.  Performing at a high level means 1) regular class attendance, 2) asking relevant questions, and 3) demonstrating familiarity with assigned readings through in-class questions and comments.

Course Policies
1.  Generally speaking, the only legitimate reasons for missing class, an exam, or a due date are illness, death in the family, or some out of town university-related responsibility.  In any case, appropriate documentation will be required to verify the legitimacy of any excuse.  According to college policy, work/employment responsibilities are generally not acceptable.  

2. Grades are kept confidential.   Accordingly, I do not give out any grades over the phone, and I do not post grades on my door. I return all written work, but I do so as discreetly as possible.

3.  You must turn in each component of the research paper on time.  Any item received after class ends on the due date will be considered late, and will be penalized one point.  If the item is not turned in until the next day, it is penalized another point, and so on.  Late work may not be slid under my door.  If you are handing in a late item you must either give it to me personally, or have a member of the government department office staff initial and date it and place it in my mailbox.  If there is no initialized date I will consider the item handed in on the day I receive it.  (Keep in mind that computer foul-ups are your responsibility and are not acceptable grounds for lateness).  All papers must be submitted in hard-copy (i.e., no electronic submissions will be accepted).

4. There will be no extra credit, no extensions, and no opportunities to redo work once it is turned in.  The time to worry about grades is before assignments are due.  You must use class discussions in order to measure how well you are grasping the material.  If you are confused about the subject matter, it is your responsibility to raise questions in or out of class.  I am available for consultation during posted office hours or by appointment.  I encourage you to come see me with any problems you are having with the classroom material or with the paper assignment.   If you do not come see me I assume that you understand what is going on in the course, and are basically satisfied with your grades.

5. Academic misconduct is treated harshly.  All work submitted by a student is expected to be his own. When a student submits work purporting to be his own, but which in any way borrows ideas or wording from another source without appropriate acknowledgment of the fact, the student is guilty of academic misconduct.  The university policy may be found at  http://www.nmsu.edu:80/~vpsa/SCOC/misconduct.html.  Students may discuss papers among themselves or with an instructor or tutor, but when the actual work is done, it must be done by the student and the student alone.  For guidelines on plagiarism, including how to prevent it, may be found at http://lib.nmsu.edu/plagiarism .  Of course, copying answers from another student’s exam also constitutes academic misconduct.  It is easier than you think for professors to catch students at this, and it happens more often than you might assume.  Penalties can range from failing the entire course to suspension from the university, depending upon the severity of the infraction.  Consult the above web sites for more information on academic misconduct.
6. According to university policy, grades of incomplete (I) may be assigned only if a student has passed the first half of the course, and is precluded from successful completion by a documented illness or family emergency that the instructor believes genuinely precluded successful completion.
Course Calendar
Below you will find a calendar-based list of topics to be studied, as well as the book to be read for each weekly topic.  It is a preliminary list because time constraints and/or the particular interests of the class may necessitate minor revisions (the date of the final exam will not change, however).  Keep in mind that the reading assignment is to be completed PRIOR to the class period listed.
Week 1 (1/25): 

Introduction (no reading assignment)

Week 2 (2/1): 

Colonial Origins of American Self Identity



Reading: Tuveson, Redeemer Nation, chapters I-II
Week 3 (2/8):
 
Classical Liberalism and the American Order



Readings:



Declaration of Independence (found online or in most editions of the  Federalist Papers).



Selected writings of Thomas Jefferson:




 (letters available at  http://www.let.rug.nl/~usa/P/tj3/writings/brf/jeflxx.htm): 





*Letter to William S. Smith, Nov. 13, 1787





*Letter to Roger C. Weightman, June 24, 1826





*Letter to George Wythe, August 13, 1786





*Letter to to James Madison, Sep. 6, 1789“A Bill for Establishing Religious Freedom”




(available at http://www.let.rug.nl/~usa/P/tj3/writings/draft1779.htm)
Week 4 (2/15): 
Theory of American Constitutionalism

Readings: 
The Federalist #s 40, 10, 51

U.S. Constitution, Articles I, II, III, and V, plus Amendments I-X (Bill of Rights) (found in the Federalist Papers volume)

Week 5 (2/22): 

Congress and the Presidency: Theory and Practice



Readings:

The Federalist #s 57, 63, 70, 71, 72, 73
*Charles O. Jones, “The Separated System”
*James Burnham, select chapters from Congress and the American Tradition
Week 6 (2/29): 

The Federal Judiciary: Theory and Practice



Readings:




The Federalist # 78, 81




*Brutus, Essay XI



*Marbury v. Madison case summary




*William J.  Brennan Jr., Speech to the Text and Teaching Symposium, Georgetown 




University

*Robert Bork, “The Struggle Over the Role of the Court”
Week 7 (3/7): 

Federalism: Theory and Practice



Readings:




The Federalist # 46




*Hammer v. Dagenhart case summary




*Barron v. Baltimore case summary




*Gitlow v. New York case summary

The Era of Reform and the Sectional Crisis



Readings:




*C.S. Griffin, “Some Varieties of Reform Experience”

Tuveson, Redeemer Nation, chapters III and IV
Week 8 (3/14): 

The Sectional Crisis – History and Theory



Readings:



John C. Calhoun, A Disquisition on Government



*South Carolina Declaration of Causes of Secession (1860)
Week 9
 (3/21):

No Class – Spring Break
Week 10: (3/28):
Lincoln and the Second Founding
Readings (found at http://showcase.netins.net/web/creative/lincoln/speeches/speechintro.htm unless otherwise noted):




Lyceum address, 1838
Speech on the Dred Scott Decision, 1857
 (at http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=52)




Cooper Union address, 1860

Fragment on The Constitution and the Union, ca. 1860
 (at http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=29)





First Inaugural Address, 1861

Message to Special Session of Congress, 1861
(at http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=1063)




Meditation on the Divine Will, 1862




Proclamation Suspending the Writ of Habeas Corpus, 1862






(at http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=69783)





Concluding Remarks/Annual Message to Congress, 1862




Gettysburg Address, 1863




Second Inaugural Address, 1865




Tuveson, Redeemer Nation chapter VI

Week 11 (4/4): 

Progressivism: Domestic Policy 



Readings: 
*Woodrow Wilson: “Authors and Signers of the Declaration,” The New Freedom select chapters; “Leaders of Men”
*Franklin D. Roosevelt, Commonwealth Club Campaign Speech 
U.S. Constitution, Amendments 16, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 26

*United States v. Darby case summary
Week 12 (4/11): 
Progressivism: Foreign Policy



*Woodrow Wilson, War Message to Congress
 (http://wwi.lib.byu.edu/index.php/Wilson's_War_Message_to_Congress)
Tuveson, chapter V (pp. 165-175 only)

*George W. Bush, Second Inaugural Address (at http://www.bartleby.com/124/pres67.html)



*Barack Obama, “A Just and Lasting Peace”



(at http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/2009/obama-lecture_en.html)

Week 13 (4/18):
American Conservatism: Meaning and Origin

Reading:


*George W. Nash, “The Recovery of Tradition and Values”
Week 14 (4/25):
Politics and Modern Culture, Part 1 – Power and Individuality

Reading: 
Robert Nisbet, The Present Age
Week 15 (5/2): 

Politics and Modern Culture, Part 2 – Technocracy and its Critics



Reading: 

The following essays are required (all are from Norman Wirzba, ed., The Art of the Commonplace: The Agrarian Essays of Wendell Berry):




“Think Little”





“Conservation and Local Economy”




“Economy and Pleasure”




“The Whole Horse”




“The Idea of a Local Economy”




“Pleasures of Eating”
Week 16 (5/9): 

CUMULATIVE FINAL EXAM (IN CLASS)
1

