The Mariposa Award

A Butterfly’s Lesson
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One day, while playing outside, a small child noticed a butterfly’s cocoon. She sat and watched as a tiny opening appeared on the cocoon. For hours, she waited and watched for the butterfly to emerge, but only a small part of the butterfly’s body had appeared. Then, after a long time, it seemed to stop making any progress. It was as if the butterfly had gotten as far as it could and then could not go any further. So, with great sadness, the little girl ran to her mother, tears streaming down her face. Her mother didn’t know what was wrong, but the little girl led her mother to the cocoon in silence. Together they watched for a few more minutes when the little girl turned to her mother and said, “Mama, please help the butterfly; it has tried so hard to get out of that cocoon. I think it has given up. Cut it open and set it free.” The mother smiled at her daughter and said, “The struggle is good for the butterfly. You see, as it pushes itself through that tiny opening in the cocoon, the liquid from its body is forced into its wings—making it able to fly. If we cut the cocoon open, the butterfly would emerge easily, but it would never be able to fly.”

The Mariposa Award

The purpose of the Mariposa Award is for individual students to recognize a professor who has significantly impacted him or her during his or her academic career at NMSU.  This award is dedicated to those professors who, through their wisdom and patience, have allowed us to struggle and in doing so, have given us the strength to fly.

[image: image2.png]


To nominate a professor for the Mariposa award, you must be a government graduate student who is enrolled at least part-time in government classes.

Students should submit four copies of an essay that clearly states how this professor has made you a better student or a better person, and why they deserve this award.

· It should be no longer than one single-spaced page.

· Your banner idea should be included in the top right-hand corner of your essay. 

· Do not put your name on the essay, only on this cover sheet.

· Do not include the professor’s name in the essay, only on the cover sheet.

Please submit this cover sheet and four copies of your essay in a sealed envelope to the government department office, Breland Hall 337 by 4 pm on Friday, April 9, 2010. 
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 Please remember to submit your completed Nomination Form and four copies of your essay in a sealed envelope no later than 4 pm on April 9, 2010. 
If you have any questions about the award or the nomination process, please contact Elizabeth Hollingsworth (misse@nmsu.edu). 
