Spring 2006
Dr. Baker

Government Dept.

Govt 110G: Introduction to Politics
Class meets 2:35 -3:50, Tuesday and Thursday, Hardman 104.
Dr. Baker’s Office:  Breland 345.  Email: nbaker@nmsu.edu;  Phone: 646-4935.   Office hours:  Tuesday 10-11 a.m. and Wednesday 2-3 p.m., and by appointment.   Dr. Baker’s web page can be accessed through http://www.nmsu.edu/~govdept/faculty/Baker/Bakercourses.htm where the syllabus, some course readings and electronic links are available.

Graduate Assistant: Rebecca Wiggins. Email: wiggins@nmsu.edu; Phone: 646-4352. Office hours:  Wednesday 1-2 p.m. and Thursday 1-2:15 p.m., Breland 353. 





Course Objectives

This course seeks to provide a comprehensive introduction to politics and political science.  The class will cover fundamental concepts, political ideologies and government systems.  In particular the course will examine the following questions:

1.  Why do people accept government authority as legitimate?

2.  How is government power exercised and how is it most effectively resisted?

3.  How do people get their voices heard in politics?

4.  How do different systems compare in terms of accountability, legitimacy and stability?

5.  Can free societies provide security to their citizens?

6.  What is the best way of ensuring peace, security and justice in international relations?

There is no single right way to answer these questions.  Instead, political science is fluid, dynamic and sometimes controversial.  Students will be given many opportunities to think about and discuss political questions.  The aim of the course is twofold: to enhance the ability of every student to make political decisions and understand political events in his/her own life, and to provide a solid grounding in the discipline for Government majors, minors and those in related fields of study.

As a General Education course, Introduction to Political Science also seeks to build critical thinking skills and provide the student with a deeper understanding of the larger world.

Required Readings
* Analyzing Politics, 3rd edition, Ellen Grigsby (2005)

* Additional course readings, available as handouts, on the Internet, or on Dr. Baker’s web site.  If you don’t have good electronic access, see Rebecca for assistance.

* News reports on current events in U.S. and world politics.
Tentative Course Outline
Jan. 19
Introduction to the Course

Review:
Course syllabus & policies.  Note: if you miss this class, you have the responsibility to read the syllabus & policies.  Please contact Dr. Baker or the graduate assistant if you have any questions or concerns.

Jan. 24
What is Political Science?

Readings: 
Grigsby, pp. 1 – 13 (ch. 1 & part of ch. 2)

Jan. 26
Applying Science to Politics

Readings: 
Grigsby, ch. 2, pp. 13 –34
Jan. 31
Class cancelled to attend College Symposium,


3:30 – 5 p.m., Science Hall 107 (extra credit)
TO OBEY OR NOT TO OBEY: A CLASSIC POLITICAL QUESTION

Feb. 2

Obedience, Power and the Nation-State

Readings: 
Grigsby, ch. 3
Selections from The Analects, Confucius (handout.  To read more from Confucius, see: http://www.confucius.org/english/ )
Feb. 7

Star Power: A Game of Politics

Feb. 9 

Pushing Change through Civil Disobedience

Readings: 
Mahatma Gandhi writings on professor’s web site

“Letter from the Birmingham Jail,” M.L. King, Jr. (1963); go to www.sas.upenn.edu/African_Studies/Articles_Gen/Letter_Birmingham.html 
(widely available elsewhere on the internet)

Feb. 14
Pushing Change through Violence

Readings: 
Malcolm X, “Ballot or the Bullet” speech (1964); for text or audio, go to 

Malcolm X website, http://www.brothermalcolm.net

Feb. 16
FIRST TEST


Multiple choice.  Bring narrow green scantron, pencil & eraser.

THINKING ABOUT POLITICS: IDEAS & IDEOLOGIES

Feb. 21
Political Theory   

Readings: 
Grigsby, ch. 4


Discuss first exam

Feb. 23
Classical Liberalism: The American Foundation

Readings: 
Grigsby, ch. 5, pp. 91-97

Declaration of Independence; transcription available at National Archives website, http://www.archives.gov/national_archives_experience/charters/

declaration_transcript.html

Feb. 28 
Contemporary Liberal Thought & Emerging Ideologies
Readings: 
Grigsby, ch. 5, pp. 97-101, and chapter 7
March 2
Conservatism: Reaction against Radicalism

Readings: 
Grigsby, ch. 5, pp. 101-108


March 7
Seeking Utopia: Socialism and Communism

Readings: 
Grigsby, ch. 5, pp. 108-119


Selection from Marx & Engels (on professor’s web site)

Assigned:
First internet homework

March 9
Challenging Authority: Anarchism
Readings: 
Emma Goldman, “Anarchism: What it really stands for,” in Collected Works on 

the Emma Goldman page of the Anarchy Archives; go to

http://dwardmac.pitzer.edu/Anarchist_Archives/goldman/aando/anarchism.html

March 14
Fascism: The Ideology of Power

Readings: 
Grigsby, ch. 6

 

Selection from Hitler’s “Mein Kampf” (on professor’s web site)
Due in class:
First internet homework


March 16
SECOND TEST


Multiple choice.  Bring narrow green scantron, pencil & eraser.



The last day to withdraw from a class.
March 20-24
Spring Break
POLITICS IN PRACTICE: WHY IDEAS MATTER

March 28
Democratic Regimes 

Readings: 
Grigsby, ch. 8, pp. 154-173


March 30
Non-Democratic Regimes 
Readings:
Grigsby, ch. 8, pp. 173-182

Assigned:
Second internet homework
April 4
Totalitarian Regimes: Nazism & Stalinism

April 6
Organizing for Action: Interest Groups

Readings:
Grigsby, ch. 9, pp. 184-197

Due in class:
Second internet homework.
April 11
Political Parties & Elections

Readings: 
Grigsby, ch. 9, pp. 197-219


April 13
Democratic Chief Executives & Legislatures
Readings:  
Grigsby, ch. 10


The British Cabinet http://www.number-10.gov.uk/output/page19.asp



The U.S. Government http://www.whitehouse.gov/government/


April 18
Law and Courts in Democracies
April 20
THIRD TEST


Essay format; bring blue book & pen.
April 25 
Global Politics 
Readings:
Grigsby, ch.11

Assigned:
Third internet homework 

April 27
Current International Issues

Readings:
Grigsby, ch.12

May 2`
International Law 

Readings:
Charter of the United Nations http://www.un.org/aboutun/charter/index.html
Due in class:
Third internet homework
May 4

Mock Trial: the International Court of Justice

May 9

FINAL EXAM, 3:30 – 5:30 p.m.
(NOTE TIME CHANGE)
Multiple choice & short answer.  Bring scantron, pencil & eraser

Grading

Tests @ 15 points each


45 points

Final exam




30 points

Internet homeworks 3@ 5 pts each

15   



Attendance 




10

_______________________________________

Total possible




100 points

Grades are divided on a traditional 10 point scale, with plus and minuses assigned.  For students taking the course S/U, note that a C minus is required for an S.  

Bonus Points Possible
Students who perform poorly on the first exam (receiving below 65%), but who improve their performance on the second exam by at least 20% will receive a bonus of 10% on their first test grade.  This relates only to the first and second exams.  In addition, a few extra credit opportunities may be available throughout the semester.  Each extra credit will be worth up to ½ of one percent on the final course grade. 

Attendance Points

Please note that students can lose an entire grade through poor attendance.  Attendance points will be assigned using the following criteria:


0-1 unexcused absence

full 10 points


2  unexcused absences


8.5 points

3-4 unexcused absences

6 points


5-6 unexcused absences

4 points


7-8 unexcused absences

2 points


over 8 unexcused absences

no points

Absences generally are excused only for illness or death in the family; documentation will be required (e.g., a note from the campus clinic or your physician, with the date of illness).  Bring documentation to the Graduate Assistant as soon as you return to class.  If you have a question about what constitutes an excused absence, please see me.  My recommendation, if you find that you are missing an excessive number of classes, is that you should drop the course.


Dr. Baker’s Class Policies 
· Professional demeanor is expected in a university setting.  While I encourage lively discussion and even disagreement, it must always be done in a courteous manner.  For example, personal insults to classmates are totally out of place.  Also note that I consider it rude and disruptive if students leave the classroom early, consistently arrive late, read the newspaper while I or others are speaking, sleep, or talk to others during class.  I realize that students on occasion must arrive late or leave early; if so, please let me know in advance. 

· Cheating or plagiarism is academic theft, and therefore constitutes grounds for receiving zero points on the exam or assignment and possibly even failure of the course and disciplinary action. Plagiarism occurs whenever a student uses someone else's work or ideas without giving proper credit.  Without providing adequate citation, using someone else’s work is plagiarism even if you have put it into your own words (that is, paraphrased it) and even if you have just been sloppy and didn’t intend to deceive.  Never submit another person's assignment or exam (whole or in part) as your own.  Never submit work in this class that you wrote for another class.  If Rebecca or I receive classwork that is substantially the same, we cannot tell which student copied from the other, so both parties will receive failing grades (both the student who copied and the student who permitted his/her work to be copied).  If you have any questions, ask me or Rebecca.  We take cheating and plagiarism very seriously.
· Punctual attendance and informed participation in class are important components of university success.  Not only does attendance account for 10 percent of the final grade, regular attendance will help on exams, since many questions are drawn from lectures and discussion.  It is also important for pop quizzes & extra credit opportunities, since they are not scheduled and cannot be made up.  

· Makeup exam policy: Makeup exams will only be given to those who have an excused and documented absence - a hangover or family vacation do not count.  If you must miss an exam for an excused absence, notify me or Rebecca in advance if possible, and schedule a makeup at that time.  If you have a legitimate reason for not contacting us in advance (e.g., you are in a coma), you must contact us within a week in order to schedule a makeup exam.  Makeup exams may be more difficult.  Pop quizzes and any extra credit activities may not be made up.  As noted above, if you have a question about what constitutes an excused absence, please ask.

· ADA Policy: If you have, or think you may have, a disability that interferes with your attendance in this class or your performance as a student, you may wish to self-identify by providing documentation to the Office for Services for Students with Disabilities (Garcia Annex, phone 646-6840).  Appropriate accommodations may then be provided for you.  If you have a condition that may affect your ability to exit the building safely during an emergency or may trigger a health emergency during class, please discuss it in confidence with me and/or the director of Disabled Student Programs.  

· Any student having difficulty with the course or attendance for whatever reason should contact me as soon as possible.  Waiting until the end of the semester may be too late.

· An Incomplete Grade can only be assigned if the student is passing the class (with a C- or better) at the time he/she makes the request.   Incomplete grades are awarded only for substantial and extraordinary reasons, such as serious illness.  Documentation will be required.   The student or his/her parent or spouse (if the student is incapacitated) must make the request and work out a timetable with me for completion of the work. The student must then meet the conditions for completion of the course within this time period. Requests must be made no later than 5 p.m., Tuesday, May 2, unless an accident or illness occurs after that date.  If the reason for missed class work occurs prior to the withdrawal date, the student should withdraw from the course rather than seek an Incomplete.

· Graded material will be returned in a timely manner so that students can calculate their own grades.  (I suggest that students keep their written coursework from all of their classes for at least six months after the end of each semester.)  Throughout the semester, students may request that Rebecca calculate their grades.  Before the withdraw date, I will post all midterm grades of D and F on my office door, using only the last four digits of each Social Security number (for your privacy).  Please note that the Government Dept. office staff cannot release your final class grade. 
