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GOVT 570

SEMINAR IN COMPARATIVE POLITICS

SPRING 2006

Instructor: Dr. Neil Harvey 

Office: Breland 346

 Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday, 10.00-11.15 am or by appointment 
 Office phone: 646-3220. E-mail: nharvey@nmsu.edu 

Class meets Tuesdays, 6.00-8.30 pm

Please note that, starting January 31, class will meet at the Center for Latin American and Border Studies, Nason House. My phone there is 646-6816.

Overview and Objectives

Comparative Politics is one of the core areas of political science. It seeks to explain similarities and differences between political systems and events across a very broad range of historical and geographical contexts. It is simultaneously concerned with the search for general patterns and the particularity of individual cases. Comparative Politics relies on a wide variety of methodologies and theories and is a field of continuing debate on such central themes as the relationship between modernization and democracy, the causes of revolution and social protest, the transition from authoritarian to democratic rule, and the significance of institutional design for achieving stable governance. 

In this class we will examine some of the major assumptions, methods and issue areas in Comparative Politics. We will focus on the relative strengths and weaknesses of approaches that compare many countries, those that compare a small sample of countries and those that emphasize single-country case studies.  We will use examples from around the world to show how comparative methods can be useful in explaining different forms of government and political change. We will also apply these methods to one of the most important global issues today – the challenge of promoting biodiversity conservation with social justice. 

The objectives of this class are:

1. promote critical thinking skills through the discussion of different theories, assumptions, concepts and methods in Comparative Politics

2. promote applied analytical skills through the comparative analysis of political change in several countries, regions and cultures

3. promote research skills through oral and written presentation of individual research projects in Comparative Politics

Assignments

Homeworks:

All students must complete a homework assignment on the readings for each week. This homework should be typed, single-spaced, and 3 pages in length. The questions for each week’s homework are noted below (see “Schedule of Classes”). Bring your homeworks to class, use the answers during class discussion and hand in the homeworks at the end of class. Each homework is worth up to 10 points.

Mid-term exam:

There will be a mid-term exam on Tuesday February 28  at our usual class time. This exam will consist of  six essay questions on the readings covered by that date. A study guide will be provided one week before the exam. This exam is worth up to 50 points

Paper 1: 

You will write a 8-10 page paper (typed, double-spaced, 12-font) on one of four general themes for comparing the transformation of nation-states. This paper will enable you to apply concepts and methods of comparative politics in understanding the current challenges facing a selection of twelve nation-states. Deadline for Paper 1 is Friday April 7, 5 pm. This paper is worth up to 50 points.

Oral presentation and Paper 2: 

I have set aside two class sessions for student presentations of their second papers (May 2 and May 9). The second paper will be 12-15 pages in length (typed, double-spaced, 12-font) and will use the concepts and methods of comparative politics for understanding the challenges facing biodiversity conservation with social justice. This paper will involve some additional research beyond the assigned texts. The deadline for Paper 2 is Friday May 12, 5 pm. Your oral presentation will count for up to 50 points of your final grade. Paper 2 will count for up to 70 points. I will provide guidelines on the required format for Papers 1 and 2 later in the semester. 

Grading

11 Homeworks (10 points each)
110

Mid-term exam


  50

Paper 1



  50

Oral presentation


  20

Paper
2



  70

TOTAL



300

Letter grades will be assigned as follows: 

                        A                  B                  C

F
Total           270-300       240-269       210-239
0-209

Required Reading

The following textbooks are required reading (listed in the order that we will read them). They are available at the NMSU Bookstore: 

Landman, Todd. 2003. Issues and Methods in Comparative Politics: an Introduction, 2nd. Edition. London and New York: Routledge.

Kesselman, Mark,  Joel Krieger and William A. Joseph, eds. 2004. Introduction to Comparative Politics, 3rd edition. Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin.

Brechin, Steven, et al., eds. 2003. Contested Nature: promoting international biodiversity with social justice in the twenty-first century. Albany: State University of New York Press.

Course Policies

1. Papers and homeworks must be handed in by the designated time. Late assignments will be marked down a full letter grade for each 24-hour period (or proportion thereof). Penalties begin accruing 10 minutes after the assignment is due. Late completion of homework assignments due to health or other reasons must be justified with documented evidence. Assignments that are more than 4 days late will not be accepted and will be assigned a grade of F (0 points). If you anticipate a problem due to other obligations, complete and submit the assignment early. If you submit your paper(s) to  the Main office or Department of Government, be sure to have the secretary sign and date your paper at the time of receipt. Do not leave assignments that have not been signed and dated by a department secretary in my mail box. Do not leave assignments under my office door and do not send me final versions of papers by email.

2. Plagiarism, cheating or disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. Such actions will result in a failing grade for the entire course and may be grounds for charges of academic misconduct. Plagiarism includes misrepresentation with the intent to deceive. Plagiarism also includes the failure to adequately cite materials that you use for your written or oral presentations. Even if not intentional, copying the work of others without giving clear credit is also plagiarism. Both intentional and unintentional plagiarism are considered academic misconduct. It is your responsibility to know what plagiarism is. If you have doubts on how to cite your sources, check with me or err on the side of caution. Please note that all parties involved in the submission of plagiarized work are equally guilty of academic misconduct under all circumstances. Consult the following websites in order to become familiar with the varieties of plagiarism:

http://lib.nmsu.edu/instruction/plagiarismforstudents.htm
http://gervaseprograms.georgetown.edu/hc/plagiarism.html
3. Do not resubmit work done for other classes. Submission of such work will result in a failing grade for the entire course. If you wish to work on a topic that is similar to one that you have studied in another class, see me to ensure that the work for my class is substantially different in content.

4. All graded material will be returned promptly. If you are absent from class on the day that materials are returned, it is your responsibility to pick up the material during my office hours.

5. Under the S/U option, students must earn at least a B-  to be issued an S grade.

6. Students with disabilities. If you have or believe you have a disability and would benefit form any accommodations, you may wish to self-identify by contacting the Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) Office located at Garcia Annex (phone: 646-6840). If you have already registered, please make sure that your instructor receives a copy of the accommodation memorandum from SSD within the first two weeks of classes. It is your responsibility to inform either your instructor or SSD representative in a timely manner if services/accommodations provided are not meeting your needs.


If you have a condition which may affect your ability to exit safely from the premises in an emergency or which may cause an emergency during class, you are encouraged to discuss any concerns with the instructor and/or Mr. Michael Armendariz, SSD Coordinator. Feel free to call Ms. Elva Telles (EEO/ADA and Employee Relations Director) at 646-3333 with any questions about the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and/or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. All medical information will be treated confidentially.

7. Punctual attendance is required at all classes. Any request to do make-up work must be accompanied by  written documentation that shows that any absences were caused by participation in university business such as a conference or athletics event; or by health problems or family crises. 

8. Students must turn off cell phones and beepers while in class.

9. Decisions on withdrawal from the class are entirely the student’s responsibility. You are encouraged to meet with me at any time during the semester to discuss grades or any other matter related to this class.

10. NOTE WELL: Failure to submit the final paper will result in an “F’ grade for the entire course.

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES

1/24
Introduction to the course. Presentation of the syllabus. Note homework questions for January 31 (below).

Part One: 

Comparative Politics: assumptions, methods and issues
1/31
Why and how of comparison

Reading: Landman, Issues and Methods in Comparative Politics: an Introduction. introduction and Chapters 1-3

Homework #1: For this meeting you should bring your answers to the following questions on Chapters 1-3 of Landman’s book:

Chapter 1: According to Landman, how is the process of comparison scientific? To what extent do you accept his arguments in support of a science of comparative politics?

Chapter 2: Explain the relative stengths and weaknesses of any one of the following approaches: comparing many countries, comparing a few countries, or studying a single country as a basis for comparison.

Chapter 3: This chapter presents several problems of comparison. Choose one of these problems and discuss why it is a problem and how you think it should be dealt with.

2/7
Comparing Comparisons I

Reading: Landman, Issues and Methods in Comparative Politics: an Introduction Chapters 4-6

Each student will be assigned one of the three main methods (large-n, small-n, case study) in Comparative Politics and will be required to make the strongest argument possible for that method in explaining the political issues of these chapters. Each student will be required to refer to the three issues covered in Chapters 4-6 when presenting their arguments for large-n, small-n or case study approaches. Homework #2: write a 3-page summary of your argument.

2/14 
Comparing Comparisons II

Reading: Landman, Issues and Methods in Comparative Politics: an Introduction Chapters 7-9

Each student will be assigned one of the three main methods (large-n, small-n, case study) in Comparative Politics and will be required to make the strongest argument possible for that method in explaining the political issues of these chapters. Each student will be required to refer to the three issues covered in Chapters 7-9 when presenting their arguments for large-n, small-n or case study approaches. . Homework #3: write a 3-page summary of your argument.

2/21
Comparative Methods and New Issues

Reading: Landman, Issues and Methods in Comparative Politics: an Introduction Chapters 10-11

Homework #4 (3-pages total). Answer the following questions:

Ch. 10. Make your own assessment of the methodological trade-offs of the different approaches discussed by Landman. Which of these approaches or combination of approaches appeals most to you? Why?

Ch. 11. What implications do you see of the new challenges for Comparative Politics? Do you feel that the field is well equipped to deal with these challenges? Why or why not?

2/28 Exam (on Landman, Issues and Methods in Comparative Politics)

Exam will consist of six essay questions.

Part 2: Comparing the Transformation of Nation-States: 

small-n and single-country case studies

In this section we will answer a common set of questions about twelve different nation-states. Applying the methods of small-n comparison and single-country case studies, studied in Part 1, we will examine the emergence and development of nation-states in Britain, France, Germany, Japan, India, the US, Russia, Brazil, Mexico, Nigeria, Iran and China. We will give particular attention to recent challenges to the centrality of nation-states by focusing on the impacts of globalization and cultural difference within countries.

Students will be assigned the questions related to one of the four themes noted below. You will answer these questions for each of the countries included in the book Introduction to Comparative Politics (ed. Mark Kesselman et al.). You will then write a 8-10 page paper on your theme, in which you will discuss the contributions of these small-n comparisons and single-country case studies to the generation of knowledge in comparative politics.

Theme 1: A World of States:

How has the position of states in the international order shaped their political development?

What sphere of maneuver is left to states by imperious global economic and geopolitical forces?

To what extent do states still remain the basic building blocks of political life?

Theme 2: Governing the Economy:

What political factors promote successful national economic performance?

Are democratic states more or less able to pursue effective development strategies?

How should economic performance be measured?

Theme 3: The Democratic Idea:

What does the single-country case study method reveal about democracy?

What factors are important for understanding the prospects for democracy today?

How has political stability been affected by transitions to democracy?

Theme 4: The Politics of Collective Identity:

What are the sources of collective political identity?

How important are identities based on class membership?

How are national governments responding to demands based on cultural difference?

3/7
Comparing established democracies I

Kesselman et al, chapters 1-4

Homework #5: Answer the three questions of your assigned theme for the cases of Britain, France and Germany.

3/14 Comparing established democracies II

Reading : Kesselman et al., chapters chapters 5-7

Homework #6: Answer the three questions of your assigned theme for the cases of Japan, India and the United States

3/21 – no class (Spring Break)

3/28
Comparing “developing democracies”

Reading : Kesselman et al., chapters 8-11

Homework #7: Answer the three questions of your assigned theme for the cases of Russia, Brazil, Mexico and Nigeria.

4/4 
Comparing “non-democracies”

Reading : Kesselman et al., chapters 12-13

Homework #8: Answer the three questions of your assigned theme for the cases of Iran and China.

Paper 1 due by Friday April 7, 5 pm, Main office, Dept of Government, Breland Hall.
Part Three:

Comparing Efforts to Promote Biodiversity Conservation with Social Justice
In this part we will use the methods of comparative politics to address one of the most important questions of global politics today: how can the twin challenges of biodiversity conservation and social justice be most effectively accomplished? In addressing this question we will study some of the main debates regarding conservation policies and practices, as well as several case studies from different regions of the world. This topic will allow you to draw on the concepts studied in the previous two parts of the course and apply them to a particular policy issue. In this part you will be more attentive to the impact of globalization and cultural diversity on the capacities of nation-states to understand and promote conservation with social justice. You will write a 12-15 page paper that use a small-n or single-case study approach to make more general statements about this global issue. You will also carry out additional research on this topic in order to include material from other cases that are not included in the assigned readings. You will give an oral presentation of your draft paper on May 2 or May 9. Papers are due by 5 pm on Friday May 12.

4/11 
Politics of Biodiversity Conservation I

Homework #9: what are the political factors that shape the outcome of biodiversity conservation initiatives? What impact have these initiatives had on social justice?

Reading : Brechin, et al. Contested Nature, Preface and Chapters 1-5

4/18
Politics of Biodiversity Conservation II

Homework #10: how do local communities respond to biodiversity conservation initiatives? What general inferences can be drawn from the case studies in Chapters 6-9?

Reading : Brechin, et al. Contested Nature, Chapters 6-9

4/25 
Participation and Decision-Making in Biodiversity Conservation

Homework #11: What political factors are important for achieving biodiversity conservation with social justice?

Reading : Brechin, et al. Contested Nature, Chapters 10-15

5/2
Presentations of drafts of Paper 2

5/9
(Exam week) Presentations of drafts of Paper 2

5/12
Paper 2 due by 5 pm, Main office, Dept of Government, Breland Hall.
