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HONORS 248G

THE CITIZEN AND THE STATE: GREAT POLITICAL ISSUES

SPRING 2006

Class meets T, Th, 11.45 am - 1.00 pm

Conroy Honors Center, Room 206

Instructor: Dr. Neil Harvey

Office: Breland 346

Tel: 646-3220

Email: nharvey@nmsu.edu
Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10.00-11.15 am or by appointment

Graduate Assistant: Edgar Arias

Office: Breland 357

Tel: 646-4353

Email: Edarias@rocketmail.com
Overview

This course examines the many ways in which people create and reproduce forms of rule and forms of resistance. It focuses on how people – whether in society or government – make decisions about what they want, how they want to achieve it, and how they try to justify their ideas and actions to others. Using examples from around the world, we will compare the values and arguments of modern political ideologies, including liberalism, conservatism, anarchism, Marxism and fascism, as well as the challenges posed by post-modernism, post-colonialism, feminism, environmentalism, multiculturalism, and religious fundamentalism. Particular attention will be given to the Zapatista movement in Chiapas, Mexico, which some have called “the first post-modern revolution”.

Requirements

In this course you will read key texts of some of the most influential political philosophers, government leaders, revolutionaries and social reformers. I will provide relevant historical background information to help you understand each author, but I expect you to come to each class having read the assigned texts and ready to discuss and ask questions. Class participation is vital and counts for 25% of your final grade. I award up to 5 points per class for demonstrating that you have read the texts assigned for that day. If you miss a class, you can ask to make up the 5 points for participation by meeting individually with me, and presenting me with written proof of an excused absence, and demonstrating that you have read the corresponding texts. (See below for my definition of “Excused absences”). Attending class without having read the assigned texts will result in zero points for that class period. I will also award up to 5 points for your participation in the debates and peer review sessions.

The course is organized around three debate questions: (i) what kind of government do we need, if any? (ii) what values are necessary for a just society?; and, (iii) how is zapatismo different from modern ideologies? Each part of the course will end with a debate on one of these questions. You will be asked to represent the position of different ideologies in each debate. In preparing for these debates you will draw on the required readings in formulating your arguments. You will then write up a paper that expresses your own response to each debate question. We will use some class sessions for peer review of draft papers.  The proportional weight of each paper increases from 17% of your final grade for the first paper, to 26% for the second, and 32% for the third. Each paper will be 7-9 pages in length (typed, double-spaced). I will provide details on required format for papers.

Grading





Points
Paper 1


100 (17% of total grade)

Paper 2


150 (26% of total grade)

Paper 3


185 (32% of total grade)

Class participation

145 (5 points X  29 classes) (25% of total grade)

TOTAL


580

Letter grades will be assigned as follows:

A = 522-580 (90-100%)

B = 464-521 (80-89%)

C = 406-463 (70-79%)

D = 348-405 (60-69%)

F =     0-347 (  0-59%)

Extra Credit

I encourage you to use this class in developing your understanding of current political issues. For this reason, you are permitted up to four extra-credit opportunities during the semester. Each extra-credit is worth up to 5 points, for which you are required to submit to me a 3-page paper (typed, double-spaced) on the event in question. You must make reference to the connections between class material and the event. Extra-credit papers must be submitted to me no later than 48 hours after the event that you attended. Any extra-credit points will be added at the end of the semester to the points gained from your three papers and class participation.

Required Readings (available for purchase at NMSU Bookstore)

Love, Nancy S. Dogmas and Dreams: a Reader in Modern Political ldeologies. 3rd edition. Washington DC: CQ Press, 2006.

Ponce de León, ed. Our Word is Our Weapon: Selected Writings of subcomandante Marcos. New York: Seven Stories Press, 2001.

Course Policies

1.Academic Misconduct: According to the NMSU Student Handbook, “any student found guilty of academic misconduct shall be subject to disciplinary action.  Academic  misconduct  includes, but is not limited to, the following actions: Cheating or knowingly  assisting  another student in committing an  act of cheating  or other forms of academic dishonesty; Plagiarism, which  includes, but is not  necessarily  limited  to, submitting examinations, themes, reports, drawings, laboratory notes, undocumented  quotations, computer-processed  materials, or other material as one's own work when such work  has been  prepared  by another  person or copied from another person” . See the webpage at:

http://www.nmsu.edu/~vpsa/SCOC/misconduct.html
Plagiarism can therefore be defined as misrepresentation with the intent to deceive. If you have doubts on how to cite your sources, check with me or err on the side of caution. Please note that all parties involved in the submission of plagiarized work are equally guilty of academic misconduct under all circumstances.

2. Do not resubmit work done for other classes. Submission of such work will result in a failing grade for the entire course. If in doubt, see me to ensure that the work for my class is different in content.

3. All graded material will be returned promptly. If you are absent from class on the day that materials are returned, you must pick up the material during my office hours.

4. If you are taking this course with an S/U grading option, a grade of B or better is required for an “S”.

5. Students with disabilities. If you have or believe you have a disability and would benefit form any accommodations, you may wish to self-identify by contacting the Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) Office located at Garcia Annex (phone: 646-6840). See accommodations as outlined by the office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) at http://www.nmsu.edu/~ssd/accommodate.html. If you have already registered, please make sure that your instructor receives a copy of the accommodation memorandum from SSD within the first two weeks of classes. It is your responsibility to inform either your instructor or SSD representative in a timely manner if services/accommodations provided are not meeting your needs. If you have a condition which may affect your ability to exit safely from the premises in an emergency or which may cause an emergency during class, you are encouraged to discuss any concerns with the instructor and/or Mr. Michael Armendariz, SSD Coordinator. Feel free to call Ms. Elva Telles (EEO/ADA and Employee Relations Director) at 646-3333 with any questions about the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and/or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. All medical information will be treated confidentially.

6. Punctual attendance is expected at all classes. Late attendance is disruptive and disrespectful to students and the professor. The five points for participation will be deducted for each time you arrive five minutes late.

7. Excused Absences. The only acceptable excuses for missing a class are sickness, the death of a relative or university business. You must provide the instructor with an official note or documentation to support any request to make up work missed due to such an absence.  If you are absent and fail to provide such documentation, you will lose the five participation points for that class.

8. You can ask me at any time for confirmation of your grade status and progress in class. I will also return work promptly and meet with you individually when I return your papers. A decision to drop the class is entirely the student’s responsibility.

9. Students must turn off cell phones and beepers while in class.

10. No food, gum or drinks are allowed in class.

11. All students must turn in their third paper by the designated time. Failure to turn in this paper will result in an “F” grade for the course.
Schedule of Classes

1/19
Introduction to the course

PART ONE:

Liberalism, Conservatism, Socialism and Anarchism
1/24 Classical Liberalism: Locke and Mill

Reading: Love, pp. 11-15 and pp. 17-56

1/26 Modern Liberalism: Green and Kramnick

Reading: Love, pp. 67-75 and pp. 109-122

1/31 Traditional Conservatism: Oakeshott and Burke

Reading: Love, pp. 123-164

2/2  Neoconservatism: Krystal and Bloom

Reading: Love, pp.165-206

2/7 Socialism and Marxism: The Communist Manifesto

Reading: Love, pp.207-212 and pp.249-275

2/9 Democratic Socialism: from Bernstein to Port Huron

Reading: Love, pp.314-345

2/14 Anarchism: Goldman and Thoreau

Reading: Love, pp.347-372

2/16 Anarchism: Kropotkin and Bakunin

Reading: Love, pp. 373-399

2/21 debate 1: what kind of government do we need, if any? 

2/23 review of draft papers

Paper #1 due by 5 pm, Friday Feb 24, Main Office, Dept of Government, Breland Hall.

PART TWO:

Fascism, Feminism, Environmentalism and Nationalism
2/28 Fascism in Europe: Mussolini and Hitler

Reading: Love, pp. 401-452

3/2 Fascism in America: Turner Diaries and Young Extremists

Reading: Love, pp. 453-470

3/7 Liberal feminism: Wollstonecraft and Friedan

Reading: Love, pp.471-496

3/9 Postcolonial feminism: Anzaldua and Mohanty

Reading: Love, pp.531-568

3/14 Environmentalism: Emerson and Carson

Reading: Love, pp.569-591

3/16 Political Ecology: Kelly and Shiva

Reading: Love, pp.605-9 and pp.628-639

3/20-24 no classes – Spring Break

3/28 Nationalism: Anderson and Said

Reading: Love, pp.641-6 and pp.654-662 and pp.683-695

3/30 Globalization: Huntington and Barber

Reading: Love, pp.696-721

4/4 debate 2: what values are necessary for a just society?

4/6 review of draft papers

Paper #2 due by 5 pm, Friday April 7, Main Office, Dept of Government, Breland Hall.

PART THREE:

Zapatismo
4/11 A postmodern revolution? Carrigan, Hansen and Saramago

Reading: Our Word is Our Weapon, pp.417-451 and pp.xix-xxii

4/13 Unmasking Mexico

Reading: Our Word is Our Weapon, pp.5-51

4/18 One World

Reading: Our Word is Our Weapon, pp.165-206

4/20 Beneath the Mask

Reading: Our Word is Our Weapon, pp.207-245

4/25 Beneath the mask

Reading: Our Word is Our Weapon, pp.246-283

4/27 Old don Antonio

Reading: Our Word is Our Weapon, pp.373-394

5/2 Old don Antonio

Reading: Our Word is Our Weapon, pp.395-416

5/4 Debate #3: how is zapatismo different from modern ideologies?

Exam Week: Class meets Th, May 11, 10.30 am - 12.30 pm, to review drafts of Paper #3. 

Paper #3 due by 5 pm, Friday May 12, Main Office, Dept of Government, Breland Hall.

