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GOVT 470 Special Topics in Comparative Politics/

GOVT 574 Contemporary Comparative Studies

POLITICAL ECOLOGY

FALL 2006

Class meets Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10.20-11.35 am, MH 163

Instructor: Dr. Neil Harvey 

Office: Breland 346

 Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday, 9.00 am -10.15 am or by appointment 
 Office phone: 646 3220. E-mail: nharvey@nmsu.edu 

Graduate Assistant: Natalya Vaslyuk

Office: Breland 359

Office Hours:  Weds. 1.00-2.30 pm, Fri. 9-10.30 am, or by appointment

Office phone: 646-4354 . E-mail: natalya@nmsu.edu

Overview and Objectives

Political Ecology is a field of study that integrates political, economic and ecological issues in ways that provide a broader understanding of current environmental challenges. It compares how different social groups act politically in order to advance their interests with regard to the use of natural resources. It also examines the language and discourses through which we claim to know nature and its value. In doing so, political ecology raises questions about the responsibilities of scientific researchers towards people who live in communities targeted for development. To what extent are ecological problems rooted in unequal power relations? How do local communities successfully mobilize to defend their access to resources? What interests do researchers serve when they help promote development projects? These are some of the questions that we will discuss through the presentation of a wide range of theories and case studies.

Assignments

Exams: Each of the first two parts of the course ends with a written exam. Each exam will consist of six essay questions, of which you will answer any three. A study guide will be distributed one week before the exams. Each of these exams counts for 40 points towards your final grade.

Debate and Paper: There is no final exam. Instead, at the end of the third part of the course we will have a class debate on the responsibilities of researchers towards local and indigenous communities with regard to the use of biodiversity.You will submit a 7-9 page paper (typed, double-spaced, 12-font) on the basis of your contribution to this debate (graduate students, 14-16 pages). I will provide information on the paper format, as well as lists of relevant sources of information, later in the semester. The paper will count for 50 points of your final grade. A further 20 points are assigned to serious work in debate preparation and presentation.

Quizzes: I will also give seven pop-quizzes during the semester. Each pop-quiz will consist of ten multiple-choice questions on the assigned readings for the day that the quiz is given. I will take your top five quiz scores when calculating your final grade.

Grades

Total

2
Exams (40 points each)



80

1
Paper






50

1
Debate participation




20

7
Quizzes (10 points each; take top 5 scores)

50

TOTAL






200 

Letter grades will be assigned as follows: 

                        A                  B                  C                  D                  F 
Total           180-200       160-179       140-159        100-139         0-99 

Class participation will be taken into account when calculating borderline grades. 


Required Reading

Required reading consists of three books, each of which are available for purchase at the NMSU Bookstore:

Bryant, Raymond L. and Sinead Bailey. 1997. Third World Political Ecology. London and New York: Routledge.

Peet, Richard and Michael Watts, eds. 2004. Liberation Ecologies: environment, development, social movements. (2nd. Edition). London and New York: Routledge.

Hayden, Cori. 2003. When Nature Goes Public: the Making and Unmaking of Bioprospecting in Mexico. Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press.

Course Policies

1. All assignments must be handed in by the designated time. Late assignments will be marked down a full letter grade for each 24-hour period (or proportion thereof). Penalties begin accruing 10 minutes after the assignment is due. Late completion of assignments due to health or other reasons must be justified with documented evidence. Assignments that are more than 4 days late will not be accepted and will be assigned a grade of F (0 points). If you anticipate a problem due to other obligations, complete and submit the assignment early.

2. Plagiarism or cheating will not be tolerated. Such actions will result in a failing grade for the entire course and may be grounds for charges of academic misconduct. Please note that both intentional and unintentional plagiarism are prohibited. If you quote statements made by another author, you must provide full citation references. If you are summarizing the work of another author, you must still cite the reference and never simply copy it word for word. It is your responsibility to know what plagiarism is. If you have doubts on how to cite your sources, check with me or err on the side of caution.

See the following University web sties for clarification on academic misconduct and plagiarism: 

http://www.nmsu.edu/%7Evpsa/SCOC/misconduct.html.   http://www.lib.nmsu.edu/instruction/plagiarismforstudents.htm.

3. All graded material will be returned promptly. If you are absent from class on the day that materials are returned, it is your responsibility to pick up the material during my office hours.

4. Under the S/U option, a student must earn an equivalent of C- to be issued an S grade (at least 140 points).

5. If you require special accommodations due to a disability, please notify me or ask the University ADA Coordinator to notify me of the accommodations that are required. Notification should be provided at the beginning of the semester/session or at such time as a disability is determined to exist. I will make every effort to make reasonable accommodations that will permit you to benefit fully from the class.

Feel free to call Jerry Nevarez, Director of Institutional Equity, at 505-646-3635 with any questions you may have about NMSU's Non-Discrimination Policy and complaints of discrimination, including sexual harassment.

Feel free to call Michael Armendariz, Coordinator of  Services for Students with Disabilities, at 505-646-6840 with any questions you may have on student issues related to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and/or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  All medical information will be treated confidentially.

6. Punctual attendance is expected at all classes. The only acceptable excuses for missing a class are documented health problems or family crises. Such documentation must accompany any request to take a make-up quiz or exam. Absenteeism will be cause for being dropped from the class. Decisions on withdrawal from the class are entirely the student’s responsibility.

7.  NOTE WELL: Failure to submit the final paper will result in an “F’ grade for the entire course.

Schedule of Classes

Part One: Political Actors and Environmental Conflict

8/24
Introduction to the course

8/29
The ‘Political’ in Political Ecology

Reading: Bryant and Bailey Third World Political Ecology
Introduction and Chapter 1

8/31
 Politicizing the Environment

Reading: Bryant and Bailey, Chapter 2

9/5
States and Modernization

Reading: Bryant and Bailey, Chapter 3

9/7
Multilateralism: FAO and theWorld Bank

Reading: Bryant and Bailey, Chapter 4

9/12
Business and the Idea of ‘Sustainable Development’

Reading: Bryant and Bailey , Chapter 5

9/14
Non-governmental organizations and environmental movements

Reading: Bryant and Bailey, Chapter 6

9/19
 Local and global struggles for environmental justice

Reading : Bryant and Bailey, Chapter 7

9/21
A practical role for political ecology

Reading: Bryant and Bailey, Chapter 8

9/26
review for Exam #1

9/28
Exam #1

Part Two: Discourse, Power and Liberation

10/3 
Post-stucturalism and political ecology

Reading: Peet and Watts, eds. Liberation Ecologies, Chapter 1

10/5 
Explaining famine and deforestation

Reading: Peet and Watts, eds., Chapters 2 and 3

10/10
A middle ground on soil erosion?

Reading: Peet and Watts, eds. Chapter 4

10/12   wilderness protection and the greening of capitalism

Reading: Peet and Watts, eds., Chapters 5 and 6

10/17
National parks and state power

Reading: Peet and Watts, eds., Chapter 7

10/19
Markets, states and peoples

Reading: Peet and Watts, eds., Chapters 8 and 9

10/24
‘Economies of violence’: political ecology of oil

Reading: Peet and Watts, eds., Chapter 10

10/26
Gendered conflicts and political ecology

Reading: Peet and Watts, eds., Chapters 11 and 12

10/31
Indigenous identity and social movements

Reading: Peet and Watts, eds., Chapters 13 and 14

11/2
Integrating perspectives in political ecology

Reading: Peet and Watts, eds., Chapters 15 and 16

11/7
Review for Exam #2

11/9
Exam #2

Part Three: Responsibility in Research

11/14
Ethnoscience and Accountability

Reading: Hayden, When Nature Goes Public. Chapter 1

11/16
Neoliberalism and Bioprospecting in Mexico

Reading: Hayden, Chapters 2 and 3

11/21
no class - Thanksgiving

11/23
no class - Thanksgiving

11/28 
Local markets and knowledge

Reading: Hayden, Chapter 4

11/30  
Creating a field site for bioprospecting

Reading: Hayden, Chapter 5

12/5 
Value and Property

Reading: Hayden, Chapter 6

12/7 
Researchers, Interests and Bioprospecting

Reading: Hayden, Chapters 7 and 8

12/12
Debate: Class meets at 10.30-12.30.

12/15
Deadline for submitting paper is 5 pm, Department of Government, main office.

