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GOVT 110G (Section 1)

INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL SCIENCE

Summer I, 2006
Class meets: MTWTh, 10.20 am – 12.20 pm

Breland 179

Instructor: Dr. Neil Harvey, Department of Government, Breland 346

Tel.: 646-3220; nharvey@nmsu.edu
Office hours: Tuesday 9.00-10.00 am or by appointment

Course objectives
Why is political behavior difficult to predict?

What is a ‘good’ political ideology?

How is democracy defined and achieved?

Is world peace possible?

These questions form the basis for this class. They are also important issues in politics today. There is no agreement on how they should be answered, and this helps explain why political science is not unlike politics itself: conflictive and divided, but also creative and committed. It is also a dynamic field of study. It is constantly faced with the challenge of understanding new problems, conflicts and ideas. The objective of this course is to introduce students to this broad and changing field through critical examination of the above questions.

Requirements
Tests

There will be three tests, one on each of the first three sections of the course. Tests will be preceded by a 30- minute review of relevant material and will consist of six essay questions, of which you will answer any three. I will provide a study guide two days before each test. There will be no cumulative final exam. Bring your own large “blue books” to each test. Tests will be based on material presented in class. Please note that this may include information from lectures or videos that supplement the assigned readings. The purpose of the tests is to allow you to demonstrate your knowledge of the basic concepts and issues in political science.

Research, Debate and Paper

You will carry out research to support a position regarding a debate topic of interest to the class. Research will consist of at least 2 academic articles, 2 websites and 2 news articles. Your research will form the basis for your participation in a debate group and for your final paper. Papers will be 7-9 pages in length (not including cover page and list of references), typed and double-spaced (APA Citation Style – see NMSU library homepage for guide). The purpose of the research paper is to demonstrate how political science can help you gain a new and deeper understanding of a current issue.

Pop quizzes: I will also give seven ‘pop-quizzes’. Each quiz will consist of ten multiple-choice questions.  The days for these quizzes will be chosen at random. You do not need scantron forms for these quizzes. I will take your top five scores when calculating your final grade. These quizzes will be given at the end of class. They will help you focus attention on key points in the assigned readings.

Extra-credit opportunities will be announced throughout the summer session. Each extra-credit assignment will consist of a 3-page summary (typed, double spaced, 12-point font) of an event or presentation and how it relates to the material we are discussing in class. Up to 3 extra-credit points will be given for each summary. The maximum amount of extra-credit points that can be earned is 9. Summaries must be handed in to me or the main office of the Department of Government no later than 48 hours after the event or presentation.

Grading

3 tests
(60 points each)


180

Participation in research and debate

  20

Paper





  50

Pop-quizzes
(top 5 scores)


  50

Total 





300

Letter grades will be assigned as follows: 

                        A                  B                  C                  D                  F 
Total           270-300
    240-269
210-239          180-209      0-179

Attendance and class participation will be taken into account in calculating border-line grades.

Required Reading
Ellen Grigsby Analyzing Politics: an Introduction to Political Science, 3rd. edition. Wadsworth, 2005 (Available at the NMSU Bookstore).

Course Policies

1. Plagiarism or cheating will not be tolerated. Such actions will result in a failing grade for the entire course and may be grounds for charges of academic misconduct. The following definition of plagiarism is taken from the NMSU Graduate School webpage at http://gradschool.nmsu.edu/Guidelines/admin.html#Honesty_and_Plagiarism
“To submit a final work that borrows from the work of another without attribution is committing plagiarism. Plagiarism is using the ideas and/or expressions of another and representing them as your own. It is a form of cheating and the kind of academic misconduct which can incur severe penalties. 

    Plagiarism can take several forms: 

· The most obvious is word-for-word copying without enclosing copied portions in quotation marks and without giving credit to the original source.
  

· Another form of plagiarism is the unacknowledged paraphrasing of the structure or language of another's work. 
  

· Yet another form is writing based upon the thoughts of another without proper attribution given in either footnotes or the body of your work. 

Be diligent in citing your sources--if you are unsure whether or not you are committing plagiarism be safe and document your statements.”
It is your responsibility to know what plagiarism is. If you have doubts on how to cite your sources, check with me or err on the side of caution. Please note that all parties involved in the submission of plagiarized work are equally guilty of academic misconduct under all circumstances.

2. Do not resubmit work done for other classes. Submission of such work will result in a failing grade for the entire course. If you wish to work on a topic that is similar to one that you have studied in another class, see me to ensure that the work for my class is different in content.

3. All graded material will be returned promptly. If you are absent from class on the day that materials are returned, it is your responsibility to pick up the material during my office hours.

4. If you are taking this course with an S/U grading option, a grade of C- or better (at least 210 points) is required for an “S”.

5. Students with disabilities. If you have or believe you have a disability and would benefit form any accommodations, you may wish to self-identify by contacting the Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) Office located at Garcia Annex (phone: 646-6840 or see website at http://www.nmsu.edu/~ssd/). If you have already registered, please make sure that your instructor receives a copy of the accommodation memorandum from SSD within the first two weeks of classes. It is your responsibility to inform either your instructor or SSD representative in a timely manner if services/accommodations provided are not meeting your needs. If you have a condition which may affect your ability to exit safely from the premises in an emergency or which may cause an emergency during class, you are encouraged to discuss any concerns with the instructor and/or Mr. Michael Armendariz, SSD Coordinator. Feel free to call Mr. Armendariz at 646-6840 with any questions about the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and/or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. All medical information will be treated confidentially.

6. If you need help with class, see me for advice. You may also consult the staff at the Center for Learning Assistance (see webpage at http://www.nmsu.edu/~cla/index.php) or Student Support Services (see webpage at http://www.nmsu.edu/~sss/)

7. Punctual attendance is expected at all classes. Attendance and late attendance will be taken each day. The only acceptable excuses for missing a class are documented health problems or family crises. Requests to make up an exam or quiz must be accompanied by such documentation. Decisions on withdrawal from the class are entirely the student’s responsibility.

8. Students must turn off cell phones and beepers while in class.

9. No eating is allowed in class.

10. NOTE WELL: All students must submit the final paper by the deadline. Failure to take the final exam will result in an “F’ grade for the course.

Schedule of Classes
Part One: Main Concepts and Theories in Political Science

Tuesday 

5/30
Introduction to the course

Wednesday 

5/31
Political Science: Methods and Issues

Reading: Grigsby: Preface, Ch 1 and 2 (pp. xi-35)

Thursday 

6/1
Power, States and Nations

Reading: Grigsby Ch.3 (pp. 36-67)

Monday 

6/5
Ethics and Justice

Reading: Grigsby Ch. 4 (pp.68-90)

Tuesday 

6/6
Review and Test #1
Part Two: Comparing Political Ideologies

Wednesday 

6/7
Liberalism and Conservatism

Reading: Grigsby Ch. 5 (pp.91-108)

Thursday 

6/8
Socialism 

Reading: Grigsby Ch. 5 (pp.108-119)

Monday 

6/12
Fascism 
Reading: Grigsby Ch. 6 (p120-134)

Tuesday 

6/13 
Feminism, Environmentalism and Postmodernism

Reading: Grigsby Ch. 7 (pp.135-153)

Wednesday

6/14
Review and Test #2
Part Three: Comparing Political Systems

Thursday 

6/15
Democracy and Non-democracy

Reading: Grigsby Ch.8 (pp.154-183)

Decide on Debate Topic and Debate Groups
Monday 

6/19
Interest Groups, Parties and Elections

Reading: Grigsby Ch. 9 (pp.184-219)

Tuesday 

6/20
Executives, Legislatures and Judiciaries

Reading: Grigsby Ch. 10 (pp.220-239)

Wednesday 

6/21
International Relations Theory

Reading: Grigsby Ch. 11 (pp.240-260)
Thursday 

6/22
Issues in International Relations

Reading: Grigsby Ch. 12 (pp.261-276)

Monday 

6/26
Review and Test #3
Part Four: Class Debate

Tuesday 

6/27
Research (computer lab/library)

Wednesday 

6/28
Research (computer lab/library)

Thursday 

6/29
Debate

Paper due by 5 pm, Friday 6/30, at the Main Office, Department of Government 

(3rd floor, Breland Hall). No late papers will be accepted – NO EXCEPTIONS! (Last day of classes in Summer I, 2006 is Friday June 30).

